. 
A TO area eeemmagitn 








ol. 









ia 

te M 

; \ ke. 

Oy 

a. 
Ly w % 
ie 
‘= 
ee 

é . 





“4 
ie Sie 
a ™ 
“ 
t 
; ; 
ee 
ee 
; 
¥ 
ran) 
“. 
: 
s ~ 
a 
3 
. 
" ‘ 
p>, 7 
J ~. z ' 
. 
- 
+ 
’ > 
B 4 
’ \ 
™“ 
” 
a “ 
- 
. 
¥ 
s 
: 
jer 
~ 
% 
7 
, 
. & 
4 
‘be 
: 


ad ethene, OE 





historical Collections. 


you. 4, DECEMBER 14, 1822. No. 5. 








- 





BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


“OF 


COL. WINTHROP HILTON. 


THE last century has been so fruitful of great and im- 
portant events, of great and illustrious characters, that 
men who acted distinguished parts in the busy scenes of 
life before that interesting period commenced, and acted 
them with honour to themselves and benefit to their coun- 
try, are almost forgotten. It should not be so: for we 
are far more indebted to our forefathers for our civil and 
religious privileges, than mere. careless observers of 
events, and cursory readers of history, are prepared to 
acknowledge. The foundation of our independence was 
laid long before the busy actors in achieving it were 
brought into existence. ‘The sons of slaves or dastards, 
and educated to succeed such on the stage of life, would 
never have arisen from their degradation to assert their 
rights, nor have nerved their arms to secure and maintain 
them. 

In giving a sketch of the life of Col. Hilton, it may 
not be improper to take some notice of his American an- 
cestors, and as they were intimately connected with the 
first settlement of this State, such notice cannot be alto- 
gether uninteresting. | 

His grandfather, Edward Hilton, was at the head of 
the company who were sent out by the originai proprie- 
tors of Laconia, to found a plantation on the Pascataqua, 
to cultivate the vine, discover mines, carry on the fisher- 
ies and trade with the natives. He arrived from London 
early in 1623. His brother William accompanied him. 
They, with their associates, made a stand at Dover 
neck, about seven miles from Portsmouth. David Thomp- 
son and others, who came over at the same time, set 
down nedrer the harbour. Thompson, the next year, 
retired into Massachusetts, but the settlement at Ports- 
mouth was not broken up. 
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We have but brief accounts of the disappointments and 
dangers, toils and troubles which the first settlers of this 
country had to encounter : and imagination can do but 
litt!e towards supplying the deficiency. We cannot pic- 
ture to our minds, the difficulties they met, or the suffer- 
ings they endured. Ten years after the commencement 
of the settlement at Dover, the people of that place and 
of Portsmouth, received the principal part of their bread- 
stuff from England and Virginia, and their nearest mill 
for grain was the Wind-mill at Boston. Their supplies 
were irregularly and scantily received, and they were oft- 
en threatened with the addition of famine to their other 
sufferings. One of their principal men,in July 1633, 
wrote from Newichawaniche to the Company in ace 
that, with a family of ten persons, he had but half a bar- 
rel of corn, and had had but one piece of beef or pork 
for threemonths. Many or most of the married men 
who at first came over, left their wives in England and 
sent for them when prepared for their reception. One of 
the Company in London, writing to their factor at Dover, 
in 1631,says—“your wife and children, Roger Knight’s 
wife, and one wife more, we have already sent you, and 
more you shall have as you write for them.”—“1 wish all 
your wives with you, and that so many of you as desire 
wives, had such as they desire.” This was a truly be- 
nevolent wish; for many ofthe settlers were sadly puz- 
zled to procure suitable help-meets ; and one of them ina 
letter to a principal proprietor, in1634, makes a melan- 
choly complaint that as “for maidesthey are soone gone 
in this country.” 

Whether Edward Hilton, at the time of his arrival, was 
married or single, does not appear. He wasa manof in- 
fluence and in authority at Dover, and the friend and 
confidential correspondent of Gov. Winthrop of Massa- 
chusetts. Inthe difficulties occasioned by the disorderly 
and immoral conduct of Burdet, Knollys, and Larkham, 
who successively assumed both civil and ecclesiastical au- 
thority in Dover, and for a considerable time kept the in- 
habitants in a state of confusion and contention, Hilton 
was considered by their neighbours of Massachusetts, as 
the man most entitled to confidence, and the most efficient 
friend of civil and religious order. Although the settle- 
ment of this State did not, as did Plymouth and Massachu- 
setts, owe its origin to religious persecution in England, or 
a desire of religious freedom in the wilderness, the first 
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settlers here were undoubtedly educated in the principles 
of christianity, and some of them appear to have been 
men of religious habits and character. The gross immor- 
alities of those wha pretended to preach to them the gos- 
pel, had a pernicious influence upon the morals of the 
rising community, and weakened their attachment to the 
institutions of religion. The three men just mentioned, 


_by their scandalous vices soon exposed themselves to 


open shame, and fled from punishment by flying from the 
country. One of them, on the vee night after sitting in 
judgment upon his predecessor, and condemning him for 
Yovedseas and debauchery, made the unlucky mistake of 
getting into his maid servant’s bed instead of his own, 
and was so very unfortunate as to be discovered there. 
Hilton, and the better sort of people in Dover, wearied 
with the disorders which prevailed, were desirous - of 
putting themselves under the protection and government 
of Massachusetts. ‘They effected their object in 1641, 
and Hilton was. the first named in their list of magis- 
trates after the union.. He however continued in Dover 
but a few years afterwards. A grant of land had been 
made to him in Exeter, on the “4th day of ist week of 
10th month 1639,” and he removed to that town previ- 
ous to the year 1652; for, in that year, the inhabitants of 
Exeter in town meeting “Voted, that Mr. Hilton be re- 
quested to go along with Mr. Dudley to the General 
Court to assist him.” In 1653, another grant of about 
two miles square comprehending the site of the whole 
village of Newfields, was made to him “in regard to his 
charges in setting up a saw-mill.” Upon this grant 
he is supposed to have settled, and a considerable part of 
it has remained to this day the property of his descend- 
ants. Hedied in the beginning of the year 1671. A 
letter of administration upon Bis estate was granted by 
Capt. Waldron, commissioner for that purpose, March 6, 
1671, and his property, real and personal, was appraised 
at 2204/. The number of his children is not ty 
Four of his sons, Edward, William, Samuel,and Charles, 
were administrators. 

Edward Hilton, the eldest son, continued at Exeter.— 
He married into the family of Gov. Thomas Dudley, but 
whether a daughteror grand-daughter is uncertain. He 
died in the Spring or Summer of 1699. His will was da- 
ted April 13, 1699, and proved in the Probate Court, the 
10th of July following. His wife, Ann, survived him.— 
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We have but brief accounts of the disappointments and 
dangers, toils and troubles which the first settlers of this 
country had to encounter: and imagination can do but 
litt!e towards supplying the deficiency. We cannot pic- 
ture to our minds, the difficulties they met, or the suffer- 
ings they endured. Ten years after the commencement 
of the settlement at Dover, the people of that place and 
of Portsmouth, received the principal part of their bread- 
stuff from England and Virginia, and their nearest mill 
for grain was the Wind-mill at Boston. Their supplies 
were irregularly and scantily received, and they were oft- 
en threatened with the addition of famine to their other 
sufferings. One of their principal men,in July 1633, 
wrote from Newichawaniche to the Company in Feciend 
that, with a family of ten persons, he had but half a bar- 
rel of corn, and had had but one piece of beef or pork 
for three months. Many or most of the married men 
who at first came over, left their wives in England and 
sent for them when prepared for their reception. One of 
the Company in London, writing to their factor at Dover, 
in 1631, says—“your wife and children, Roger Knight’s 
wife, and one wife more, we have already sent you, and 
more you shall have as you write for them.”—“1 wish all 
your wives with you, and that so many of you as desire 
wives, had such as they desire.” This was a truly be- 
nevolent wish ; for many ofthe settlers were sadly puz- 
zled to procure suitable help-meets ; and one of them ina 
letter to a principal proprietor, in1634, makes a melan- 
choly complaint that as “for maidesthey are soone gone 
in this country.” 

Whether Edward Hilton, at the time of his arrival, was 
married or single, does not appear. He wasa manof in- 
fluence and in authority at Dover, and the friend and 
confidential correspondent of Gov. Winthrop of Massa- 
chusetts. Inthe difficulties occasioned by the disorderly 
and immoral conduct of Burdet, Knollys, and Larkham, 
who successively assumed both civil and ecclesiastical au- 
thority in Dover, and for a considerable time kept the in- 
habitants in a state of confusion and contention, Hilton 
was considered by their neighbours of Massachusetts, as 
the man most entitled to confidence, and the most efficient 
friend of civil and religious order. Although the settle- 
ment of this State did not, as did Plymouth and Massachu- 
setts, owe its origin to religious persecution in England, or 
a desire of religious freedom in the wilderness, the first 
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settlers here were undoubtedly educated in the principles 
of christianity, and some of them appear to have been 
men of religious habits and character. The gross immor- 
alities of those who pretended to preach to them the gos- 
pel, had a pernicious influence upon the morals of the 
rising community, and weakened their attachment to the 
institutions of religion. The three men just mentioned, 


_by their scandalous vices soon exposed themselves to 


open shame, and fled from punishment by flying from the 
country. One of them, on the yen night after sitting in 
judgment upon his predecessor, and condemning him for 
Yowabiegs and debauchery, made the unlucky mistake of 
getting into his maid servant’s bed instead of his own, 
and was so very unfortunate as to be discovered there. 
Hilton, and the better sort of people in Dover, wearied 
with the disorders which dk were desirous . of 
putting themselves under the protection and government 
of Massachusetts. ‘They effected their object in 1641, 
and Hilton was, the first named in their list of magis- 
trates after the union. He however continued in Dover 
but a fewyears afterwards. A grant of land had been 
made to him in Exeter, on the “4th day of Ist week of 
10th month 1639,” and he removed to that town previ- 
ous to the year 1652; for, in that year, the inhabitants of 
Exeter in town meeting “Voted, that Mr. Hilton be re- 
quested to go along with Mr. Dudley to the General 
Court to assist him.” In 1653, another grant of about 
two miles square comprehending the site of the whole 
village of Newfields, was made to him “in regard to his 
charges in Te up a saw-mill.” Upon this grant 
he is supposed to have settled, and a considerable part of 
it has remained to this day the property of his descend- 
ants. Hedied in the beginning of the year 1671. A 
letter of administration upon Ris estate was granted by 
Capt. Waldron, commissioner for that purpose, March 6, 
1671, and his property, real and personal, was appraised 
at 2204/. ‘The number. of his children is not hy 
Four of his sons, Edward, William, Samuel,and Charles, 
were administrators. 

Edward Hilton, the eldest son, continued at Exeter.— 
He married into the family of Gov. Thomas Dudley, but 
whether a daughteror grand-daughter is uncertain. He 
died in the Spring or Summer of 1699. His will was da- 
ted April 13, 1699, and proved in the Probate Court, the 
10th of July following. His wife, Ann, survived him. 
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He left three sons and four daughters: Winthrop,Dudley, 
Joseph, Jane, Ann, Mary and Sobriety. 

Wintnrop Hirron, the eldest son, was born about the 
Mig 1671. We have no means of ascertaining what were 

is advantages for obtaining an early education, but have 
evidence that he was better educated than the ‘generality 
of the young men of his'day. Probably by means of his 
connexion with the Dadley family, he became better ec- 
quainted with publick affairs, -and was earlier introduced 
to publick life than he would otherwise have been. He 
was a brave,enterprising man,and early distinguished him- 
self in the Indian wars. The inhabitants of this state, 
at that period, were in continual danger fromthe incur- 
sions of ‘the savage enemy. Their home was the garri- 
son, and their cultured fields often became. the fields of 
battle and blood. Hilton was formed by nature fora 
warrior. He was above the middling size,tall, muscular, 
active anid well formed—among the most fearless of the 
brave, the most ‘adventurous of ‘the daring. He hada 
garrison on his farm, and obtained such ah ascendeucy o- 
ver his neighbours, and acquired their confidence in such 
a degree, that they looked to him for counsel in difficulty, 
and ‘protection in danger. 

The dates of his'earlier commissions are not preserved. 
His commission as captain of “the second foot compan: 
in Exeter,” is dated October 7, 1703, and contains this 
clause. ‘You are to fight, take, kill and subdew any of 
the subjects or vassals of Ffrance and Spaine, and the In- 
dian rebels and murtherers.” On the 31st of January 
following, he was appointed a Major in the ‘expedition a- 
Sees the Eastern Indians, and made an excursion at the 

ead of 'three’‘companies upon snow shoes into the Indian 
country, and after ranging the woods for some time search- 
ing in vain for the enemy, he returned to’the Newfields. 
This ‘winter-march was considered an honorable service, 
and he received a gratuity of 12/. from the government. 

In the Spring of 1704, Gov. Dudley resolved on a 
vigordus~attack ‘upon the enemy, and wrote to ‘Hilton as 
tollows : 


“ Sr. 


I intend with the blessing of God to raise a very 
considerable force to range the Eastern shore to destr 
the enemy, and would be'ready to march by the last of 
this instant. 1f you please to take to your assistance, 
Gilman and Coffin, my very good officers, and raise me 
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a number of Volunteers to be ready against the time, 
they shall have all encouragement in the service—am- 
munition given them and sloops to convey them, and the 
premium for the enemy destroyed, that the Assembly of 
this Province have or shall give them. I desire you to 
proceed with all vigour in the affair, and let me hear 
from you by every post. 
lam, Sr, your 
affectionate Uncle, 
| J. DUDLEY. 
Boston, 12 March, 1703-4 
For Her Majesty’s service, 


To Major Hilton, Exeter.” ° 


Of this expedition, Col. Church was appointed to the 
chief command. It was not, however, so soon ready 
as the Governor contemplated. Hilton’s commission, 
as major under Church, was dated May 1, and on the 
18th of that month, the Governor wrote to him from 
Portsmouth, that ‘he had arrived at that place the night 
before, and the forces for the eastward were then draw- 
ing together in that road, and requesting ‘him to collect 
what volunteers he could at Exeter in the morning, and 
meet him at Portsmouth ‘by noon. Major Hilton there 
joined the expedition, and was of eminent service in the 
prosecution of the enterprize. He was gone the whole 
summer. Ina Tetter'to his wife, dated Passamaquoddy, 
June 13, he observes, that since his last letter. (which is 
not meas they had taken and killed 36 French and 
one Indian, and secured the enemy’s stores. Jn the 
course of the summer, they ranged the eastern shore 
from New-Hampshire 'to Nova-Scotia, did considerable 
‘damage to the French and Indians, destroyed two or 
three of their towns and even insulted Port Royal. 
Church lost but'two of ‘his‘men during the summer, and 
although accused of ‘cruelty in ‘one or two instances, he 
proved himself to be a brave and ‘experienced officer, 
and a prudent, judicious man. Against Hilton there was 
no complaint, and he was raised to the rank of Tieuten- 
ant Colonel. , 

Having determined on an gttack upon Norridgewock, 
the Gov. wrote to’Col. Hilton in January as ‘follows : 
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“ Boston, 8 Jan. 1704. 
Sr. 

I am not. willing to pass the winter without a march 
to the Indian Head Quarters. I have 200 men with you. 
already. I will take care for one hundred more from 
hence, and I would have you raise me one company of 
volunteers of sixty, and see if we cannot get to Norig- 
walk. Confer with Major Walton about it, and put for- 
ward and see after your snow shoes according to law, and 
I willsee you a fortnight hence, if God please. Write me 
on this head. 

Jam, 5r. your 


Affectionate kinsman, 
J. DUDLEY. 
Lr. Cour. Hitton.” : 


The Colonel accordingly marched with 270 men to 
Norridgewock, a distance of nearly two hundred miles 
upon snow shoes. The season was considered favourable 
for their march, as the snow was four feet deep. The 
Indians forsook their settlement upon Hilton’s approach, 
and having burnt the chapel which the French had e- 
rected, and the wigwams which the Indians had deserted, 
he returned without meeting theenemy. In thisexpedi- 
tion the officers not only shared the hardships of their 
men, but received no more pay than the privates. In 
the spring. Col. Hilton commanded a party to scour the 
woods to the heads of the Winnepisiogee and Pemigewas- 
set, and was not only this summer but most of the time, 
when not engaged in more important and distant expedi- 
tions, employed in ranging the frontier settlements 
from Massachusetts to Maine. ‘Though this was a neces- 
sary service for the protection of the inhabitants, it was 
often an unwelcome one, as the several towns were by 
law obliged to keep provisions in their garrisons for these 
ranging and scouting parties, when it was sometimes almost 
impossible for the inhabitants to provide for themselves. 
Hilton was occasionally under the necessity of discontin- 
uing his scout, or diminishing the number of his men, 
in consequence of the failure of the towns to comply with 
the requirements of the law. This gave offence to the 
Governor, who, like most men in power, had a very high 
sense of the duty of obedience in those under his author- 

ity, and he addressed the colonel in this style : 
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« Boston, 24 Sept. 1705. 

Sr. I am surprized that any body should divert you 
from my last order about a scout of twenty men. Upon 
your representation, I would have abated the number, or 
time or distance of marching, but I must have no body 
else do it. 

I pray you to draw your men yourself, if your officers 
do not do it to satisfaction, as is in your power, wherein 
Major Worell will assist you, and let me hear from you 
as often as you may. 

Keep close to my orders and they will keep you. 

l am, Sr. your humble 
Servant, 


J. DUDLEY.” 


In 1706, the Indians were active and daring. They at- 
tacked the people in several towns in New-Hampshire and 
Massachusetts ; killed many, and carried many more into 
captivity. Hilton was peculiarly obnoxious to them, and 
they used their best endeavours to destroy him. He was 
often waylaid, and sometimes, but not frequently, openly 
attacked. His “sharp black eye, and his long bright 
gun,” struck terror to the heart, and unnerved the arm-of 
the skulking foe. This summer,aparty of them were, 
for a considerable time,watching in his neighbourhood for 
an opportunity to cut him off. Observing one morning, a 
party of. men mowing ina field near the place where the 
meeting house in New-Market now stards, the Indians 
crept unperceived between the labourers and their guns, 
and gave the first notice of their approach by shooting a 
man who had been left in a neighbouring house to keep 
watch, and at the same time furiously attacking the men in 
the field, four of whom they killed, wounded one, and 
took three; but the schon: escaped. Capt. Edward 
Hall, one of the prisoners, was a nephew of Col. Hilton. 
He was carried to Canada, where he obtained so much 
favour,by building a saw-mill for the French and Indians, 
that they allowed him and Miles, his fellow prisoner, the 
liberty ef hunting, sometimes in company with their cap- 
tors, and sometimes alone. In one of their hunting ex- 
esto pert they resolved to hunt for home, and made the 

est of their way to the English settlements. They 
were three weeks in the woods, with nothing to subsist 
upon but lily roots and the rind of trees, till Miles was 
sonearly exhausted that he laid down to die. Hall 
made all possible provision for his comfort and left him. 
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Very soon afterwards, he arrived at Deerfield, in Mas- 
sachusetts, and immediately sent a party after his com- 
panion, whom they found alive, and brought into the fort 
where he recovered his strength, and returned with Hall 
to their friends in New-Hampshire. 

In the winter of 1706-7, another expedition to Nor- 
ridgewock was determined on, and announced to Hilton 
in the following letter from Gov. Dudley. 

“Boston, December 9th, 1706.. 
Dear Sr. 

I have determined to visit Noridgwock the 10th of Jan- 
uary next, and accordingly am raising in this Province 
two hundred men to be commanded by Col. Martch, if 
his health will permit, whom alone I have acquainted be- 
sides yourself of my intention—therefore desire it to be 
secret,—and must expect forty men of your Province, 
which J would have volunteers, otherwise they must be 
drawn men to be commanded by some very good officer ; 
and if Col. Martch fail me, I must expect your service to 
command the whole party. 

The men must be well fixed, cloathed and shod with 
snow shoes in good order. Communicate this order to 
the gentlemen of her Majesty’s council as soon as may 
be. Attend them yourself to concert the matter, that they 
may provide victuals and blankets if need be. Our last 
departure will be from Casco Bay. Desire the Gentle- 
men of the Council to keep it secret, lest the neise of it 
ect into the woocs. 

I am yr. affectionate uncle, 
J. DUDLEY. 

To the Hon, Lt. Col. Hilton.” 


On the 19th of December the Governor wrote to Col. 
Hilton that March would not probably be able to take 
the command, and offered it to him. This commission as 
“Chief Commander of the new raysed forces, within the 
Provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and New-Hampshire, 
for Her Ma’ty’s service in an expedition to Noridgwock & 
other the Eastern parts against the French and Indian en- 
my and Rebels; and Captain of the Company raissed for 
thai service in the Province of New-Hampshire,” was 
dated January 15, 1706-7. This expeaition was short, 
but considerably successful. On the 20th of January, 
they surprized four Indians, whom they killed, and one 
squaw, whom they took. From her, they endeavored to 
obtain information relative to the Indian haunts in the 

















neighbourhood, and at last’ succeeded; but not till she 
had obtained from the Colonel a solemn promise that he 
would take her home with him, and never deliver her up 
to the Indians, but protect her against them. She then 
led them to a neck of land, where they found: eighteen 
Indians asleep,seventeen of whom were killed and the oth- 
er was taken prisoners ‘This happened at break of day on 
the 21st of January, and in the morning of the same day, 


the story of the exploit was told at Portsmouth, though at: 


a distance of sixty miles from the scene of action!' The 
pam squaw, who, to save her own life, thus sacrificed the 
ives of her countrymen, found “the white chief” true to 
his promise, and she lived in his family till his death, 

In the spring ef 1707, the three Provinces of Massa- 
chusetts, New-Hampshire, and Rhode-Island, raised two 
regiments, of about 500 men in each, for the conquest of 
Port Royal. Col. Wainwright commanded one regiment, 
and’ Col. Hilton the other. Col. March was injudiciously 
appointed to command the whole. The expedition wax 
an important one. © The army arrived before Port Royal 
about the last of May. They had some little skirmishing 
with the enemy. But jealousy and dissention. arose a- 
mong the officers, whieh defeated the enterprise; and ear- 
ly in June, the army broke up in a disorderly manner and 
left the place. Hilton, with as many of his officer's and 
men‘as did not choose to run away, retired to Casco bay, 
and there waited further orders. ‘The Governor was 
much displeased’ with the conduct of March and Wain- 
wright, but Hilton had the good fortune to secure his ap- 
probation, and received from him the following compli- 
mentary and characteristick letter : , 


Boston, 20 July, 1707, 
“« My DEAR KINSMAN, 

1 always had a just value for you as my good kinsman, 
but much more for your steady serviee for and love to 
your country. [ havenot neglected writing to you as be- 
ing displeased, for I am not so,—you being the only offi- 
cer against whom I havenocomplaint. But truly, Sr. | 
was never so surprised by what the enemy can do against 
me,as lam at this intolerable ungoverned temper and 
base cowardice of my people. |] pray you to be steady 
to Colonel Hutchinson and the gentlemen in command, to 
assist Colonel March. ' You have 2 brave Virginia prize 
in Port Royal harbour, and by and by will have the store 
ship : aid if you will be content to stay twenty da¥s at 
33 
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Port Royal, they will desert and come over to you. How-- 


ever, let. the governor be obeyed and all will be well. 

lam your affectionate kinsman, |. . : 

» chanel fen iw ay BP 4 J. DUDLEY. 
To the Hon.:Col. Hilton Easiward.” | 


The ,army was immediately .ordered back, and three 


genilemen.of the Council.in. Massachusetts were to direct 
lismovements,, But the officers and, men weredishearten- 
ed. and,disgusted. with the service, so; that little could. be 
hoped from. their enterprise and but little was effected. 
Adter Col. Hilton had received orders to return to. Port 
Royal, he addressed the following letter to his wife,* 
which shows.the feelings of the army in:regard to, their 
expedition, and at the same_ time the-moral.and._. religious 


character. of the writer. .. If it is not written exactly. in the, 


spirit and.manner of the military men-of the. present, day, 
it is perhaps none the.worse for the variance. Gh ti 
: , Casco Fort, July. 16th (707. 


My Dear ’Srousts) | lode jx 
- hean’t: bat take all-opportunities to salute you. I do 
eainestly embrace this as ye last before our departure. 
Notwithstanding a thousand difficultys in our way, it’s 
ordered that ye fleet prepareto take ye signal for weigh- 
ing anchor tomorrow. The. soldiers are utterly averse 
and’ will at best be but passive in returning to Port,Roy- 
all just as prisonersiare transported ; neveryeless if Proy- 
idence cast advantages into our hands. there, they will ea- 
gerly embrace them,and if we obtain victory, God -will 
now have a much greater share in our songs of triumph 


than if we had been successful at first. 
Dear Heart, pray hard for us and cheerfully commit 
to ye almighty’s protection. 
Your loving, loving husband, 


| WINTHROP HiLTON.” 
By the last. of August, another ineffectual attack had 
been made on Port Royal, and the army returned, as 


*Col. Winthrop Hilton married Aon Wilson of Exeter, wiio, after 
his death, married Capt. Jonathan Wadleigh of Exeter, and died 
March 8, 1744. The children of Co}. Hilton were five daughters, 
and oneson, to wit, WinTHROP, a posthumous child, born Dec. 2}, 
_ 4710, about six months after his father’s death. He married Widow 

Wigzin originally Martha Weeks of Greenland. Their children 
wer?, 1. Winthrop, of New-Market, who was killed by the fall of a 
tree in Northwood, Jap. 1775, leaving Children, viz. Andrew, Wio- 
throp, Sarah and Ichabod’; 2.. Ichabod, who died in March, 1822, 





aged 82. His children were Winthrop of New-Merket, Susanna and. 


Ann. 
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‘Belknap-says, “sickly, fatigued, disheartened, and asham- 
ed, but with no greater loss than sixteen killed and as ma- 
ny wounded.” | i 

During the remainder of his life, Colonel Hilton was 


much gio no the service of his country—in scour- 


ing the woods, ranging the coast and pursuing.the enemy. 
He was constantly growing in the confidence of the Gov- 
ernor and the affections of the people. ‘The military op- 
erations of the Province were principally entrusted to ‘his 
care, and were conducted with prudence and decision and 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. His prospects 
were bright and promising: but his life was brought to a 
close in the midst of his.usefulness. Hissun went down 
at noon, and went down in blood. 

He was concerned in'the masting business, and on the 
23d of June, 1710, went with a ‘number of ‘men into that 
part:of Excter which isnow Epping to peel the bark from 
some trees that were felled for masts. The Indians, who 
had been long watching for such an opportunity, prepar- 
ed their ambush, and knowingthe colonel’s determination 
not to be carried into captivity, and fearing to -give him 
an opportunity to defendhimselfithey brought him down at 
the first fire. ‘T'wo of his party fell with him; two were 
taken prisoners, and the rest fled. Dudley Hilton, a 
brotherof the colonel, was of this party, and was never 
heard of after the attack, though’ his remains were 
not found en the field of carnage. The Indians, ela- 
ted with their victory, mangled the bodies of the fall- 
en, struck their hatchet into the colonel’s brains, left a 
Jance in his heart, and aware of the danger of pursuit, re- 
treated with uncommon rapidity. As soon as the news 
of this disaster reached the garrison, one hundred men 
were collected to pursue the enemy, but invain. They 
brought in the mangled bodies of the dead, and wept with 
the relatives of the deceased over their own, dail their 
country’sloss. ‘“ The colonel, respected and lamented 
by all who knew him, was buried with -the ‘honors due to 
his rank and character,” in hisown field onthe west bank 
of Lamprey river, by the side of his American an -estors, 
where several of his descendants of four generations have 
since been gathered around him. A cluster of wild rose 
bushes grows rank on his grave,and the inscription on his 
moss-covered monument shows whena brave and a good 
man died, and:where the remains of him who sincerely 
loved and faithfully served both God and -his country, 
have long since mouldered into dust. 
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MEMOIR OF , , 
CAPT. EDWARD JOHNSON, 


The early, Historian of New-England, with some extracts 
from his History relating to New-Hampshire, 


[The following article was written a few years since by 
one of the editors of these Collections, and published 
on the 16th of June, 1819, inthe Columbian Centinel, 
from which it is now copied with a few slight altera- 


tions.] 


The memory of those to whom we are indebted, in any 
part, for the invaluable privileges we enjoys must ever be 
dear to posterity. The fathers of New-England are 
among the first entitled to our grateful recollections. 
To them belongs the honour of first exploring our coun- 
try, and preparing it for the abodes of civilized life. 

The subject of this short memoir is known to those ac- 
quainted with our early history, as the auther of an His- 
torical Tract, with the running title of “ Wonder-working 
Providence of Sion’s Saviour in New-England,” which 
has become so exceedingly rare, that the publishing com- 
mittee of the Historical Society of Massachusetts, for 
1813, commenced the re-publication of it in the second 
volume, second series of their valuable Collections. “It 
was continued in the third, fourth, and seventh volumes 
to the eighth, in which it was concluded. : 

At a very early period of the settlement of Massachu- 
setts, Capt. Johnson emigrated from the county of Kent, 
in England, and came to Charlestown, where he resided 
about ten years. His name is on the first list of persons 
desiring to be made freemen, on the 19th October, 1630, 
some of whose names are given in Prince’s Annals of 
New-England. It occurs again under 18th May, 1631, 
among those who took their oaths to the government of 
the cology. Charlestown was settled before Boston, and 
at first was considered the parent settlement of the colo- 
ny- But in ashort time, the principal part of the inhabi- 
tants removed to Boston,then Shawmut. Capt. Johnson, 
Secretary Nowell and Rev. Mr. James remained, and as- 
sisted inthe formation ofa new church at Charlestown, 
which was organized 2d November, 1632. By this 
church he was chosen one of the committee to erect a 
new church and town, now called Woburn, which ‘was 
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settled {in 1642. Capt. Johnson removed about this time 
«from Charlestown to Woburn, where he was chosen re- 
corder, and continued to keep the records till 1671. In 
the formation of the church in that place, of which he 
has given such a particular account, he probably took an 
active andimportant part. He was zhosen the first dep- 
uty from Woburn to the General Court, and continued to 
represent the town with ‘but little interruption while he 
lived. In 1644, he was dppointed tothe command of the 
military band in Woburn, which, he modestly says in his 
history, was “ led by another Kentish Captain,” referring 
to Capt. Simon Willard, of Concord, afterwards Major 
Willard, who also emigrated from the county of Kent. 

In the disturbances between the colony and Samuel 
Gorton and his company, he was appointed by the Gen- 
eral Court one of the commissioners to, hear and deter- 
mine the controversy on the spot. The commissioners 
were also invested with military power : they repaired to 
Warwick, where Gorton resided ; seized him and hisipar- 


ty, and carried them to Boston. 
In 1660, Capt. Johnson was associated with Gov. Brad- 


street, Maj. Gen. Denison, Hon. ‘Thomas Danforth, 
Rev. Messrs. Mather, Norton, Corbet and Mitchel, and 
four others, as a committee to meet at Boston, “to consid- 
er ead debate such matter or thing of publick concern- 
ment, touching our patent, laws, privileges, and duty to 
his Majesty, as they in their wisdom shall judge most ex- 
pedient, and draw up the result of their apprehensions, 
and present the same to the next session for concurrence 
and approbation, so that ifthe will of God be, we may 
speak and.act the same thing, becoming prudent, honest, 
conscientious and faithful men.” ‘The answer of this rev+ 
erend and honorable committee, signed by Thomas: Dan- 
forth, is given in the appendix of Gov. Hutchinson’s His- 
tory of Massachusetts. 

It is evidence that Capt. Johnson was strongly attached 
to the rights and privileges of the old charter, and highly 
regarded for his integrity and honesty, hy his being se- 
lected in 1664, with Gov. Bellingham, Maj. Gen. Levers 
ettand Capt. Clarke, of Boston, to receive the charter and, 
a duplicate of it in open court, and directed “ to dispose 
of them as might be most safe for the country.” This 
was about the time when the rights of the charter were 
expected to be invaded by the royal commissioners ap- 
painted by Charles Il/ 
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In the civil and religious affairs of Woburn, to'the pros- 
perity of which his services were so essential, and where, 
gor about thirty years, they were acti¥ely engaged in its 
behalf, he appears to have enjoyed the ytmost confidence 
of his fellow citizens. Bay art 

It appears that he was distinguished for those princi- 
ples of piety and religion which actuated the Fathers of 
New-England. With them, he had his prejudices, which 
ded him zealously to condemn tke principles and conduct 
of those early sectaries which disturbed the quiet of the 
first churches. His caution in his history, neverto make a 
league with any of those sectaries, might have been better 
followed than that spirit of: persecution, which the early 
magistrates cherished towards those who dissented from 
them in religious feelings and principles. 

Capt. Johnson died at Wobura at: an advanced age, 
22d April, 1672. 

That he was the author of the History attributed to him, 
though it does not appear with his name, has been satis- 
factorily proved. It contains, says'the annalist of New- 
England, “ many particulars of the begipning of our sever- 
al churches, towns, and colonies, which appear in no oth- 
er writer.” The title page is as follows “+ A History or 
New Eneranp. From the English planting in the yeere 
1628, untill the yeere 1652. Declaring the form of tteir 
government, civil, military, ‘and ecclesiastiques’ Their 
wars with the Indians, their troubles with the Gortonists, 
and other Heretiques.. Tbeir manner of gathering of 
Churches, the commodities of the Country, and descrip- 
tion of the. principall Towns and Haven, with the great 
encouragements to increase ‘Trade betwixt them and Old 
England. With the names of all'their. Governours, Ma- 
gistrates, and eminent Ministers,” &c. » It was printed in 
London in 1654. 

The posterity of Capt. Johnson are very numerous. 
Four of his sons* are mentioned in the early records of 
Woburn. Hon. William Johnson attained to several 
militafy and civil offices of rank and importance. He 
appears as one of the deputies of the General Court of 





* Robert Johnson, who graduated at Harvard College, in 1645, is 
supposed by Mr. Winthrop of Cambridge, to have been one of his 
sons, and it is most likely was his oldest. He is probably referred 
to in the following notice from the Wonderworking Prov. under 
1640. After giving an account of a number of the early graduates, 
the author says, “Another of the first fruits of this College is employ- 
ed in these western parts in Mevis, one of the Summer Islands.” 
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Massachusetts, against whom Randolp'. exhibitdd, to the 
Lords of the Gouncil,., articles, of | high misdemeanor, in 
February, 1681... He was chosen one of the Assistants in: 
1664, and continued in the magistracy til the. arrival,-of 
Sir Edmund Andross. When Sir Edmund was deposed 
in 1689, he was one of the “ Council for the safety of the 
people and conservation of thie peace,” and signed the or- 
der directed to John Piper, commander of the castle, for 
the delivery of the fort and stopes to Capt, Fairweather. 
The new charter was obtained in 1690. Major John- 
son, with Deputy Gov. Danforth; who: had been .elected 
by the peopl under the old charter, was excluded frony 
a-share in new, government... They: were, says, Gov- 
Hutchinson, rigidly attached to the old charter, and “Mr- 
Mather, [who procured the charter]. no doubt, | expected 
they would:appear in opposition to the,acceptanee of. the 
new.” Major Johnson ‘died at Woburn; 22d May, £704. 
? rit oq grtot SA oi ba A Reod Otb weds ovad 
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m Capt Souysonis History of New-Enngland, 
relating to:.N'ew-Eampshire. any d+ ) 
| ACCOUNT ‘OF DOVER. * 
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_“ About this. time {1641} the ‘people, inhabiting . the 
Town of Dover, although they lay out,ofsany, of these 
Colonies mentioned, (yet hearing, and.seeing .with what 
sweet harmony, both in Churches and civil Government, 
the Mattachusc tsspeopledpattemwas ‘carriéd’ ow!prosper- 
ously) desired greatly to submit’ untenthe same, By put- 
ting themselves under their protection; and for that end 
they petitioned, thew, General Court-to admit of, them, and 
acminister Justice. as occasion seryed, by the hands of 
their godly Magistrates, which accordingly was.granted, 
and they have been partakers of the benefit hitherto, hav- 
ing also the benefit of Some Minister to preach unto them, 
till it pleased God to fit stones by the continual hewing of 
his word for his ‘Temple-work, and they gather a Church 
according to the rule ofthe word and called to fthe] of- 
fice of a Pastor one M. Maude,* both godly and ‘diligent 
in the work : ‘PhisFown isscituate upow Paseataque riv- 
er, lying to the Northeast of Boston, which river, al- 
though it be not nigh so broad as Merrimack river,yet it 


7 ' / 





(*Rey. Daviet Maud, who was settled in 1642 and died in1655.] 
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256. NOTICE-OF HAMPTON. 


is navigable, bein.. very’ deepj’and-her banks fil’d with 
stately timber, ‘which has caused one or'two, Saw Mills 
to: be continued ; ‘there they have’a good quantity of 
noe coupe “nd ayer ground ‘for inde neo’? 
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“DESCRIPTION OF ‘HAMPTON. 


. Much about’ this ‘time [1639] began the town. cot 
Hampton in the county of Northfolk, to have her founda- 
tion stone laid} scituate near the sea-coast, not far ‘from 
the famous river of’ Merimeck?’ The great store’ of ‘salt 
marsh’ did ihtice this people to ‘set déwn’ their’ habitations 
there, for as ‘yet Cowes and Cattell of that kinde were not 
come tothe great downfall in their price,’ of which they 
have about 450 head: And for the form of this towne, 
itis like a Flower-de-luce,twestreets of houses wheeling 
off from the maine body thereof. The land is fertile, but 
filled.with swamps, and some stere of rocks. ‘The people 
are about 60° Families; “being ‘gathered together in 
Church covenant, they call to oihec the reverend, grave, 
and gracious Mr, Doulton, [Rev, Timothy Dalton, settled 
1639 ; died 1661] having also for some little space of 
time thé more ancient Mr. Batchelor (of whom you have 
heard in the’ former’ Book) ‘to preach unto them also : 
here take’ a short remembrance of the other. 


TV OR 

‘Doulton, doth teach perspicuously and sand: 

With wholesome truths of Christ the fiock doth feed, 
. Thy honour with thy labour doth abound, . 
_ Age crowns thy head in righteousness, proceed 

To batter downe, root up, and quite destroy — 

All Heresies, and Errors, that draw back | 
Unto perdition, and Christ’s folks annoy : 

To war for him thou weapons dost not lack : 
Long dayes to see, that long’d-for day to come, 

Of Babel’s fall, and Israel’s quiet peace : 
Thou yet maist live of days so great a sum 

To see this work, let not thy warfare cease,” 
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Notices of Rev. Szanorn Corton and Rev. Joun Corroy, 
of Hampton. 


The Rey. Seaborn Cotton is the common ancestor of 
most, if not all, of this name in New-Hampshire. He 
was ason of the Rev. John Cotton, of Boston, and was 
born at seafin August, 1633, while his parents were on 
their voyage to New-England. Rev. John Cotton was 
son of Roland Cotton, and was born at Derby, Dec. 4, 
1585. He married Elizabeth Horrocks; and afterwards 
Sarah Story, by whom he had all his children. Seaborn 
was his eldest son. He graduated at Harvard College 
in 1653, in the catalogue of which his name is latinized 
by Marigena. He was ordained at Hampton in 1660, as 
successor of Rev. John Wheelwright, and died in 1686, 
aged 53 years. He was succeeded by his son, Rev. John 
Cotton, in 1696, whocontinued in the ministry about 14 
years, and died in 1710, aged 57. During the adminis- 
tration of Gov. Cranfield, Rev. Mr. Moodey, of Ports- 
mouth, was imprisoned for refusing te administer the sa- 
crament to him. ‘The next week, the governor sent word 
to Mr. Cotton, that “ when he had prepared his soul, he 
would come and demand the sacrament of him,as he had 
done at Portsmouth.” This threat induced Mr. Cotton 
to withdraw to Boston, where he remained till the dan- 
ger of his being obliged to comply with the governor’s 
requisition had ceased. Mr. Cotton was esteemed a good 
scholar, and an able preacher. We have not ascertain- 
ed that any of his works were published. A volume of 
his manuscript sermons is lodged in the archives of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. The character of his 
son, Rev. John Cotton, is given in the following manner, 
by the Rev. Jabez Fitch, of Portsmouth, in his manu- 
script History of New-Hampshire, a work of which the 
Rev. Dr. Belknap makes some use in his valuable Histo- 
ry of this state. “He was a person of great learning 
and integrity, much given to hospitality, very pleasing 
and profitable, facetious and instructive in his conversa- 
tion; affable, courteous and obliging in his carriage to 
all; and universally beloved ; accurate in his sermons, 
and very industrious in his preparations for the pulpit.” 
An original letter of Mr. Cotton has been lately publish, 
ed in the “Old Colony Memorial,” a yery useful paper, 
printed at Plymouth, Ms. 
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258 NOTICE REV. JOSIAH STEARNS. 
Notice of the Rev. Jostan Stearns, of Epping. 


[We extract the following note respecting the Rev. Mr.. 
Stearns, from President Alden’s Collectioh of Ameri- 
can Epitaphs, &c. Mr. Stearns was a worthy clergy- 
man, and died at Epping, July 23, 1788, at the age of 
57 years. | 


The reverend Josiah Stearns originated frora a reputa- 
ble family, which came from England and fixed its a- 
bode in Watertown, Massachusetts, with the early set- 
tlers of that place. That branch of this family, from 
which he proceeded, removed'to Billerica, when most! 
a wilderness, where several lineal‘ descendants still re- 
side. 

Mr. Stearns was born, in Billerica, of worthy and pious 
parents, in January, 1732. At the usualage he was put 
to school, where he soon discovered such powers of 
mind, diligence in application, and sobriety of conduct, 
as attracted the special notice of hisinstructor and induc- 
ed him to urge upon his parents the expediency of giving 
him a liberal education. His kindly suggestion had the 
desired effect. 

At the age of fifteen years Mr. Stearns was admitted an 
alumnus of Harvard college and received his baccalaureate 
in175f. From’‘his first entering oa a course of classical 
studies, to become a minister of the gospel was his sole 
object. To this he had been solemnly devoted by his pi- 
ous parents ; and, on leaving the university, commenced 
his theological studies preparatory to the important work. 
At the age of about 21, he began to preach to very great 
and general acceptance. The eyes of many in different 
places were soon fixed upon him as their intended pastor ; 
but, not feeling himself prepared, at that early period, to 
take the charge of a-parish, he declined, for a while, 

reaching as a candidate for settlément, and employing 
himself in octasional ministerial labours, in the further 
prosecution of his theological studies, and, at the same 
time, in teaching a school. 

During this season, he married Sarah Abbot, of Ando- 
ver, a lady of arespectable family and of exemplary pi- 
ety, by whom he had six children, three sons and three 
daughters. /After much serious reflection and prayerful 
inquiry, the path of duty was made plain to him. Re- 
lying on divine help, he now resolved to enter on the 
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momentous duties of a parochial charge, wherever God 
in his providence should see fit to point the way. 

In a short time he received acall from three different 
places where he had previously officiated. Epping in 
New-Hampshire, then the last in his mind in point of ell- 
gibility, was the region designed by the great Head of 
the church for his subsequent important services. Here 
he was ordained on the 8th-of March, 1758; and, in this 
part of the vineyard he continued to labour for more 
than thirty years, with uncommon faithfulness and zeal, 
tilla few months before his death, which was occasioned 
by a scrofulous complaint. He was greatly respected. 
and esteemed by a numerous and affectionate people. 
Few men, in any age, have supported a fairer christian or 
ministerial character. His religious sentiments were 
drawn from the sacred fountain, and he called no man 
master on earth. That he might know the truth, he stud- 
ied the scriptures in their original with unremitting dili- 
gence, and was so thoroughly acquainted with every part 
of the Bible, that he could readily cite the chapter and 
verse, where almost any text:was to be found. He was 
eminently blessed with a clear and discriminating mind,a 
sound judgment, and retentive memory. The doctrines 


of his faith were essentially those of the reformation. 


These were the groundof his own hope, and these he 
preached with great plainness and solemnity, as may be 
judged from his occasional discourses, published before 
and since his decease. In prayer he greatly excelled, and, 
although often prolix, yet there was a remarkable variety, 
appropriateness, and fervency in his addresses to the 
‘throne of grace. In ecclesiastical councils, his opinion 
was often sought and much approved. He was a lover of 
good men, and especially of his brethren in the ministry ; 
and, although his income was small, his house was al- 
ways open for their cordial reception. In a uniform, strict, 
and conscientious observance of the sabbath, his exam 
ple was like that of the first settlers of New-England. 
His life, indeed, was a happy comment upon the doc- 
trines which hetaught. Whatever hé.enjoined upon oth- 
ers, he made it his constant practice ‘to do himself to the 
extent of his power. : 
Mr. Stearns was an ardent friend of his country and 
an able defender of herrights. When the revolutionary 
contest commenced, he took an active and decided part 
in opposition to the ungencrous and impolitic measures of 
Great Britain. He believed the American cause to be 
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the cause of God and that it would prevail. So strong 
was his confidence in this, he was often heard to say, that, 
through the whole struggle,he, at no time, for half an hour, 
experienced a doubt of the final successful issue. He 
was a member of the first provincial Congress. Some 
of his family were in the field, during the greater part 
of the war, sometimes two and sometimes three at a time, 
and he sacrificed most of his worldly interest in support 
of the American cause. | 

He buried his first wife, 5th November, 1766,and in Sep- 
tember of the following year, married Sarah Ruggles, a 
daughter of the reverend Samuel Ruggles, for many years 
the worthy pastor of the church in Billerica, by whom, 
as by his former consort, he had six children, three sons 
and three daughters. 





Biographical Sketch of NOAH WORCESTER, Esq. 


Noan Worcester, Esq. was the youngest son of Rev. 
Francis Worcester, a minister of Sandwich, in Massa- 
chusetts, who was a great-grandson of Rev. William 
Worcester,* the first minister in. Salisbury in the same 
state. Rev. Francis W. removed with his family to Hol- 
lis, N. H. in 1750, where he died in 1783, at the age of 
85 years. The subject of this notice was born at Sand- 
wich, Oct. 4th,1735 ; removed to Hollis with the fami- 
ly, and died there, August 13, 1817, aged 82. His ad- 


*There is a diversity with regard both to the christian name, and 
alsa the orthcgraphy of the surname, of the first minister of Salis- 
bury. In Johnson’s Hist. of New-England, see page 252 of these 
Collections, he is called“ the reverend and graciously godly, J. 
Thomas Woster.” Inthe book entitled “ Plaine Dealing, or News 
from New-Eagland,” by Thomas Lechford, printed in 1642, bis name 
is written JWr- Worster without the christian name. But by the 
Salisbury records, it appears that his aame was William Worcester, 
audit is thus written by Dr. Cotton Mather in his Magnalia. He 
was an ordained minister in England; one of the Puritans, who fled 
from persecution, near the beginning of the settlement of this coun- 
try. The church at Salisbury was the eighteenth that was estab- 
listed in Massachusetts colony, bciag planted in 1638, and the same 
year Mr. Worcester was settled as pastor. Two other brothers come 
over from England, one of whom settled in,Connecticut, and froin 
him was descended General David Wooster,who was mortally woun- 
ded at Ridgfield, April 27, 1777, in opposing a detachment of British 
troops, whose object was todestrey the publick stores at Danbury, 
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vantages for education in early life were very limited,but 
the powers of his mind were naturally good, and much im- 
proved by reading; and he was much respceeted for his 
intelligence, vigour of mind, and strict integrity. In 
1775, he received a commission of Justice of the Peace 
for the county of Hillsborough, and by successive ap- 
pointments, was continued in that oifice till his decease, 
an@ was extensively employed in official and publick bu- 
siness. For upwards of sixty years, he was a_distin- 
guished member of the Congregational church in Hollis ; 
was exemplary in the duties of his Christian protession— 
active and zealous in promoting the interests of religion 
inthe town. For many years he was aiilicted with 
hypocondria, and was subject to those infirmities and 
sufferings that are its usual concomitants. But in the last 
years of his life, he was eminent for equanimity and 
cheerfulness of temper, and for patience under the trials 
he wascalled to endure. He retained his mental facul- 
tiesin a remarkable manner, and pessessing an uncom- 
monly retentive memory, he had a fresh recollection ‘of 
the events of his early life,and was a very cheerful and 
pleasing companion. He had long contemplated his dcis- 
solution not only with composure, but with the animating 
hopes of the Christian. Several of his last years were 
doubtless among the happiest of his life; and few per- 
haps have better exemplified the following represeniation 
of virtuous old age by Dr. Percival. “To the intelli- 
gent and virtuous, old age presents a scene of tranquil 
enjoyments, of obedient appetites, of well regulated af- 
fections, of maturity in knowledge, and of calm prepara- 
tion for immortality. In this serene and dignified state, 
placed as it were, on the corfines of the two worlds, the 
mind of a good man reviews what is past with humble 
confidence in the mercy of God, and with devout aspira- 
tions towards his eternal and ever increasing favour.” 

He was twice married, and had sixteen children, sev- 
en by the first marriage, and nine by the second. Of his 
five sons by his first marriage, four were ministers of the 
gospel, viz—Rev. Noah Worcester, D. D. of Brighton, 
Mass.; Rev. Leonard Worcester, A. M. Peacham, Ver- 
mont; Rev. Thomas Worcester, A. M. of Salisbury, in 
this State ; and Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. late of 
Salem, Mass. These have all been distinguished for their 
various publications and literary attainments. The fifth 
son is Mr. Jesse Worcester, President of the Hollis 
branch of the M, P. Suc. and father to Mr. Joseph EF; 
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Worcester, Author of the Universal Gazetteer, Gazetteer 


of the United States, and several valuable geographical 
publications. 





A og 


Notice,of the Hon. Wittiam Gorpon, M. C. 


Hon. William Gordon of Amherst, was descended 
from Mr. James Gordon of Stranraer, “ of a good ancient 
family in Scotland.”* His intermediate ancestors «were 
his grandfather, Mr. James Gordon, an eminent merchant 
in Boston, and his father Capt. William Gordon, one of 
the officers of the Cape Breton expedition. At an early 
age, he entered Harvard College and received its honours 
in1779. He engaged in the learned and arduous pro- 
fession of law, in which his talents and integrity soon 
procured him an ample portion of business and fame. 
in 1794, he was elected a Senator in the State Legislature ; 
in 1796, a representative to Congress, in which office he 
remained till 1800. He was at the same time Register 
of Probate for the county of Hillsborough. After he 
retired from Congress, he was apponted Attorney-Gen- 
eral, and sustained that office till his death, which occur- 
red in Boston on the 8th of May, 1802, at the early pe- 
riod of life of 39 years. 

The character of Mr. Gordon was thus delineated in 
the public Journals of the day.—*“ His mind was not less 
adorned with che | than his heart with every manly 
virtue. His friendship ‘was sincere—his benevolence 
active. Integrity strongly marked his character.—An 
independence of spirit and correctness of thought, raised 
him above the prejudices of party, the meanness of av- 
arice and the frowns and flatteries of the world.” 


*MS. letter of James Gordon, dated Stranraer, March 21, 1718— 
19. In that place, which is a borough in Wigtonshire, on Loch- 
Ryan, in Scotland, he was Land and Tide Surveyor. He died about 
the year 1739. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL RECORDS: 


_EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS, 
OF THE 
Convention of Ministers in New-Hampshire. 


These records commence July 28, 1747, and are reg 
ularly continued till Sept. 22, 1774, after which, during 
the revolutionary struggle, the meetings of the Coriven- 
tion appear to have been suspended. The records ap. 
pear principally in the hand writing of Rev. Ward Cot- 
ton, of Hampton, Rev. Dr. Haven, of Portsmouth, and 
Rev. Mr. afterwards Dr. Belknap, of Dover.} 


Whereas a Number of Ministers of the Province of 
N. Hampshire, in private Conference, considering the 
Necessity of Harmony, Peace and good order among the 
Churches, could not but think there was great Need of 
Union among the Ministers, and their most prudent, hear- 
ty and unanimous Endeavours, to promote such valuable 
Ends, and to guard the Churches against every thing that 
might shock their Foundation or corrupt their Doctrine, 
Tuey determined by Letters to acquaint the Congrega- 
tional Ministers of the Province with their Desire of a 
general Meeting; which they accordingly did. Where- 
upon a Number of them, viz. Rev. Messrs. Odilins, Sen. 
and Jun. of Exeter, Allen of Greenland, Rust of Strat- 
ham, Cushing of Dover, Whipple of Hampton,* Blunt of 
New-Castle, Cotton of Hampton, Moody of New-Mar- 
ket,Gookin of Hampton,t Parsons of Rye, Parsons of 
South-Hampton, Emery of Nottingham, Main of Roch- 
ester, Coffin of Kingston, Fogg of Hampton{and Lang- 
don of Portsmouth, met at Exeter, on the twenty-eighth 
day of July, 1747, an account of the pitclnlises of 
which meeting follows, 

Province of New- ) At a meeting of a number of Minis- 
Hampshire, July > ters of the Province at Exeter, in or- 
28, 1747. der to consult preper methods to pro- 

mote the general good of the Churches according to the 

above mentioned design, after humble supplication at the 

throne of grace for direction, it was voted, 1. That a 

Moderator be chosen. 2. Thatthe Rev. Mr. John Odlin 

be Moderator of said meeting. 3. That the Rev. Mr. 

Henry Rust be Clerk, and Rev. Mr. Jonathan Cushing be 

Assistant. 
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And that our disputes may be managed fairly without 
any hazard of misrepresentations to the advantage of the 
whole body, or of particular members—Voted,—That 
no member of this meeting shall divulge any thing that 
shall be offered by any particular member of the Socie- 
Ws in any affair that may be privately debated among 
them. 

After this, it being proposed by some of the Ministers 
present, that there should be some form of words drawn 
up and assented to, comprehending the articles of our 
faith as to matters of revelation, after much debate there- 
on, 

Voted, that it is not expedient at this time, all things 
considered, for us to make any declaration with respect 
to our faithin points of doctrine. After this 

Voted, That acommittee be chosen to consult together 
_, and prepare something to be laid before the Ministers, 
tending to promote some of the great ends of our meet- 
ing, and that the following persons be this committee, viz. 
iy Messrs. Odlin, sen. Cushing, Blunt, Gookin and Cof- 

ne 

After this Rey. Mr. Allen concluded this day’s meeting 
with prayer, and then the meeting was adjourned to 
next morning at nine o’clock. 

Wednesday, July 29. Met according to adjournment, 
when the committee chosen for that purpose having drawn 
up several things, which they thought preper to be offer- 
ed, the following articles were considered and voted, viz. 

Whereas there have been divers errours in doctrine of 
late propagated by some ignorant and enthusiastical per- 
sons, and practices encouraged contrary to the rules of 
peace and holiness; We, being desirous of doing all in 
our power consistent with our office tewards sinew 
such errours and disorders, (whereby we are persuade 
God has been greatly dishonoured, the os | Spirit griev- 
ed,and the progress of the glorious Gospel greatly ob- 
structed) and advancing the kingdom of the Redeemer, 


agree and resolve as follows. 
1. That we will to the best of our ability, -both in our 


publick ministrations and private conversation, maintain’ 


and promote the great and important doctrines of the 
Gospel,aecording to the form of sound words, delivered to 
us by Christ and his Apostles. 2. That we will take par- 
ticular notice of several doctrinal errours, which have 
more remarkably discovered themselves of late in sever- 
al places. among some persons, who would seem zealous of 
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religion, such as, 1. That saving faith is nothin pbut a 
pa that Christ died: foy mle'in particdlor!, S That 

orality is not of the essence of) Christianity.» 3, That 

od sees no sin in his children. 4, That. believers are 
justified from. eternity. 5.. That. no unconverted pérson 
can ‘understand the meaning of the Scriptures. 6. That 
samngtranecicg is no evidence of justification; And, that 
we will be very. frequei:t in opposing these. errours and, in 
inculcating’ those wees with ,which they militate. 3. 
That we will byno, means encourage ignorant. persons — 
who set themselves. up for .teachers,. understanding’ net 
what they, nor whereof they affirm; nor ‘the unpeacea- 
ble practices of those who have broken into other men’s 
charges without any sufliciént warrant from Scripture or 
reason, whereby the peace ahd order of the Church- 
es has been much broken and true religion injured: but — 
that we will steadily discountenance all persons in such un- 
scriptural methods,and any such practices which we.think 
so destructive of peace and holiness. 4. As we are de- 
sirous of strengthening each other’s hands and promoting 
brotherly love, we agree to be as frequent as we can ‘con- 
veniently in visiting each other, and meeting together 
for the said purposes. . And we think it expedient, that 
the Ministers of the Province of congregational princi- | 
ples who have been regularly ordained, meet all together 
once a year, and that they be formed into associations to 
meet more frequently as they shall agree to unite in their 
prayers, and assist and encourage each other in the work 
of the Gospel. : 
5. Whereas we think piety and learning, particularly 
a good acquaintance with the Scriptures, and a conversa+ 
tion as becomes the Gospel, necessary qualifications, a- 
mong others mentioned by the Apostle, in a preacher of 
the Gospel ; We agree not to encourage or approve any 
as candidates for the Ministry till they are recommended 
by some Association ; unless they are persons who have 

reached for some time and have been approved of by 
Ministers and Churches acquainted with them. And 
whereas the Church of Durham has been, for some time, 
under difficult circumstances and in great confusion, and 
calls for some tender notice: 

Voted, that Messts. Cushing and Moody be a commit- 
tee to go and enquire into the state of the Chungh, and 
make report at the next meeting. 


35 
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Voted; that the Rev.’ prs: Walker o' Penn 00k," 
Stevens of Contooc rs hc speed Suticoo ct’ Wil- 
kins of South-Hi ng merson. of N va a _Merr' 
of el ua Foe ayley of Methuen, and’ of hes- 
be sent to before next enprtings ear | to join 


poe’! a | 


Woned, that Rev. Mr. Odliny ‘sen. or Rev. “a Rust 
preach a sermon ad clerum at the next meeting. . 

After which, the meeting was closed with’ ér, and 
adjouried to Hampton to the House of Rev. ia ‘Cotton, 
on the second er? of October, 17470 °°" 
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w rey . : 
Soi’ Peet og to the int tel g i Cote 
mesa _ im New-Hampshire. 

Ror ‘Several yeute: previous "to ‘the establishment of 
Phivtisiuih College, the Congregational Ministers of this 
Province were anxious to found a literary institution, to 
extend to the people the advantages of education, which, 
in consequence of the: unsettled state of the currency, 
and other local discouragements, could not, be obtained 
at the institutions in the. neighboring provinces, without 
much inconvenience. A spirit of jealousy seems to have 
existed against their plan, and, ‘though they frequently 
urged the utility and necessity of a college upon the offi- 
cers of government, no charter could be obtained, until 


that granted Mr. Wheelock, ‘in 1769. We find the fol- 


lowing proceedings in relation fo this subject among the 
records of the Ecclesiastical Convention. 

The annual Convention in 1758, was holden on the 
e6th of September, at the house of Rev. Mr. Pike, in 


Somersworth. Sundry local religious matters being dis- 
posed.of :— 


The Convention then taking info consideration the 
great advantages which may arise both’to Church and 
State from’ the erecting an Academy or —— in this 
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Proviace, uuanimously voted, that the following petition 


shall be preferred to the Governor; desiring him to grant’ 


a charter for said purpose: | bab 


To His Excellency Benning Wentworth, Esquire, Captain- 
General and Governor in Chief. in and over his. Majes- 
iie’s Province of New-Hampshire, in New-England. 

May IT PLEASE. your EXceLency, : ped 
We, the Ministers of the Congregational Churches in 

the Province of New-Hampshire, under your Excellen- 

cy’s government, now assembled in our annual conven- 
tion in Somersworth, as has been our custom for several 
ba past, the design of which is to pray together for 
iis Majesty and. government, and consult the interests of 
religion and virtue, for our mutual assistance and encour- 

agement in our ype ani business : beg leave to present a 

request to your Excellency, in behalf of Literature, 

which proceeds not from any private or party views in 
us, but our desire te serve the government and religion, 
ty laying a foundation for the best instruction of youth. 

e doubt not your Excellency is sensible of the -great 
advantages of learning, and the difficulties which attend 
the education of youth in this Province by reason of our 
distance from any of the seats of learning, the discredit 
of our medium, &c. We have reason to ‘hope that by 
our interest among our people and some favour from the 
government, we may be able in a little time to raise a suf- 
ficient fund for erecting and carrying on an Academy or 

College within this Province, without prejudice to any 

other such seminary in neighboring: colonies ; provided 

your Excellency will be pleased to grant to us, a number 


of us, or any other Trustees whom your Excellency shall - 


think proper to appoint, a good and sufficient charter, b 
which they may be empowered to choose a Presiden 
Professors and Tutors, or other officers, and regulate all 
matters belonging tosuch a society. | 

We therefore now humbly petition your Excellency to 
grant such a charter ‘as may in the best manner answer 
such a design, and entrust it with our committee, viz. 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Adams, James Pike, John Moody, 
Ward Cotton, Nathaniel Gookin, Woodbridge Odlin, Sam- 
uel Langdon and Samuel Haven, our brethren, whom 
we have now chosen to wait upon your Excellency with 
this our petition, that we may use our influence with our 
people to promote so good a design by generous subscrip- 
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My chee. that Rev. Mr. ‘Oanag bak: or Rev.) Mi, Rust 
preach a sermon ad clerum at the next meetin 
After which, the meeting was closed with’ Prey, and 
one ried to Hampton to the House of Rev. Mr.’ Cotton, 
he"'second ter October, Sy erp? 
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rie ‘Several yous: previous "to the estabtishinent of 
Dartmouth College, the Congregational Ministers of this 
Province were anxious to found.a literary institution, to 
extend to the people the advantages of education, which, 
in’ consequence of the: unsettled state of the ‘currency, 
and otker local discouragements, could not, be obtained 
at the institutions, in the.neighboring provinces. without 
much inconvenience. | A spirit of jealousy seems to have 
existed against their plan, and, ‘though they frequently 
urged the utility and necessity of a college upon the offi- 
cers of government, no charter could be obtained, until 
that granted Mr. Wheelock, ‘in 1769. We'find the fol- 
lowing proceedings in relation fo this subject among the 
records of the Ecclesiastical. Convention. 

The annual Convention in 1758, was holden on the 
96th of September, at the house of Rev. Mr.’ Pike, in 
Somerswofth. Sundry local religions matters being dis- 
posed of :— 


The Convention then taking into consideration the 
great advantages which may arise’ both’'to € \urch and 
State from’ the erecting an Academy or Colle, in this 
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Proviace, Po pg 3 voted, that the following ‘petition 
shall be preferred to the Governor; desiring him to grant’ 
acharter for said purpose: =| if. 
To His Excellency Benning Wentworth, Esquire, Captain- 

General and Governor in Chief in and over his. Majes- 

iie’s Province of New-Hampshire, in New-England. 
May IT PLEASE your Exce..ency, | } 

We, the Ministers of the Congregational Churches in 
the Province of New-Hampshire, under your Excellen- 
cy’s government, now assembled in our annual conven- 
tion in Somersworth, as has been our custom for several 
bee past, the design of which is to pray together for 

is Majesty and government, and consult the interests of 
religion and virtue, for our mutual assistance and encour- 
agement in our proper business : beg leave to present a 
request to your Excellency, in behalf of Literature, 
which proceeds not from any private or party views in 
us, but our desire te serve the government and religion, 
VW, ying a foundation for the best instruction of youth. 

e doubt not your Excellency is sensible of the -great 
advantages of learning, and the difficulties which attend 
the education of youth in this Province by reason of our 
distance from any of the seats of learning, the discredit 
of our medium, &c. We have reason to “hope that by 
our interest among our people and some favour from the 

overnment, we may be able in a little time to raise a suf- 
ficient fund for erecting and carrying on an Academy er 
College within this Province, without a to any 
other such seminary in neighboring: colonies ; provided 
your Excellency will be pleased to grant to us, a number 
of us, or any other Trustees whom your Excellency shall 
think proper to appoint, a good sufficient charter, b 
which they may be empowered to choose a President 
Professors and Tutors, or other officers, and regulate all 
matters belonging tosuch a society. — 

We therefore now humbly petition your Excellency to 
grant such a charter as may in the best manner answer 
such a design, and entrust it withour committee, viz. 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Adams, James Pike, John Moody, 
Ward Cotton, Nathaniel Gookin, Woodbridge Odlin, Sam- 
uel Langdon and Samuel Haven, our brethren,.whom 
we have now chosen to wait upon your Excellency with 
this our petition, that we may use our influence with our 
people to promote so good a design by generous subscrip- 
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tions, and that we may further petition the GenerahCourt 
for such:assistance as they shall think necessary... 
We are persuaded, if your Excellence: wilbGratel all 
favour us with such a charter, we shall be able soon to 
make use of it for the public benefit, and that your Ex- 
celléncy’s name will forever be remembered with honour. 
If, after trial, we cannot accomplish it, we premise to re- 
turn the charter, with all thankfulness for your Exccllen- 
¢y’s good disposition. : wan 
_, Jt 1s our constant prayer, that God would prosper your 
Excellency’s administrations, and beg leave to subscribe 
ourselves your Excellency’s most obedient servants. | 


JOSEPH ADAMS, Moderator. 


At the next meeting of the Convention, holden at the 
house of Rev. Mr. Adams in Newington, Sept: 25; 1759, 
the.plan of “a Charter for, a College in this Province” 
being read, was approved; and the following yote was 
passed | 


.. Whereas a committee chosen last year to.prefer;a peti- 
uuon to his Excellency the Governor for a charter of a 
College in this Province, have given a verbal account to 
this, Convention of their proceedings and conversation 
with. the Governor upon said affair, by which, notwith- 
standing the Governor manifests some unwillingness at 
present to grant a charter agreeable to the Convention, 
yet: there remains some hope, that after maturer consid- 
eration, and advice of council, his Excellency will grant 
such a charter a8 will be agreeable to us and our people. 
Therefore, y ka a : | 

~ Voted, that Rev. Messrs. Joseph Adams, James Pike, 
Ward Cotton, Samuel Parsons, Nathaniel Gookin, Samue! 
Langdon and Samuel Haven, ora major part of them, 
be, and they hereby are a committee of this Convention 
to do every thing which to them shall appear necessary 
in the aforesaid aflair, in behalf of the Convention: and 
moreover io consult upon any other measures for pro- 
moting the education of youth and advancing good liter- 
ature in the Province, and make report to the next Con- 
vention. : 


In 1762, the plan of the venerable Dr. Eleazar Whee- 
lock was made known to the Convention, and receiyed — 
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their hearty concurrence. The foundation ef Dartmouth 
College was soon after laid by the prrecterng Ghpaincis 
of ha ais ie his friends. 





O : 
FIRST CONSTITUTION OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
{The Editors have judged it proper to ‘preserve in ‘their 
Collections the following Constitution or Form’ of Gov- 
ernment for New-Hampshire, drawn up by a. Conven- 
tion which assembled at Exeter, December 21,1775. 
Jt wasa hasty production and intended to continue on: 
ly during the “unhappy and unnatural contest with 
Great Britain.”. They have been favoured with an 
original letter relating to the subject, written a few days 
after the Convention ‘dsseisbled, by General Suruivan, 
to his friend and confidential correspondent, the Hons 
.Mesaecu Weare, who was the first person chosen to 
fill the chair under the new government .cstablished, 
and was continued - annual elections a 7 


. es 


whole war.] 
In Congress on Excter, Janua UdrY, 5, He 


WE, the members of the Congress of the coiony: of New- 
Hampshire, ehosen and ‘appointed, by the: free! sufirages 
of the people of said colony, and authorized.and (impow- 
ered by them, to meet together aud use, such ‘means 
and* pursue’ such measures, as we shall: judge» best 
for the public good ;—and in particular, to establish some 
form of government, provided that aneasure should be 
recommended by the continental: congress; and a re- 
commendation to that purpose having been transmitted to 
us, from the said congress—have taken into our ‘serious 
consideration the unhappy circumstances, into: which this 
colony is involved, by means of many grievous and op- 
pressive acts of the British parliament, depriving, us of 
our native and constitutional rights and privileges.; to. en- 
force obedience to which acts, a powerful fleet ‘and army 
have been sent into this country, by’ the ministry of 
Great Britain, who have exercised a wanten and cruel 
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abuse of their power, in destroying the lives and roper- 
: ties of the colonists, in many places, with fire od sured, 
A taking the ships and lading from many of the honest and 
sy industrious inhabitants of this colony, employ éd’ in com- 
peer agreeable to laws and customs a long time used 
ere. Pa 
The sudden and abrupt departure of his Excellency 
John Wentworth, Esq. our late governor, and several of 
’ the council, leaving us destitute of legislation ; ‘and no 
i executive courts being open, te punish criminal offenders, 
whereby the th pee properties of the honest people of 
i this colony, are liable tothe machinations and evil de- 
signs of wicked men :— | wey, 
herefore, for the preservation of peace and goed or- 
der, and for the security of the lives and properties of 
the inhabitants of this colony, we conceive ourselves ree 
| : duced to the necessity of establishing a form of govern, = 
a ment,to continue during the presént and unnatural con- = 
| test with Great Britain; ‘protesting and declaring, that we bi 
} “never sought:to throw off our dependance upon Great ‘ 
| Britain : but felt ourselves happy under her protection, 
while we could enjoy our constitutional rights and privi- 
j leges—and that we shall rejoice, if such a reconciliation, * 
4 between us and our parent’state; can be effected, as shall a 
‘ be approved by the continental congress, in whose pru- 
‘ dence and wisdom we confide. : 
i Accordingly, pursuant to the trust reposed in us, we 
2 | do resolve, that this congress assume the name, power, 
H) | and authority, of a house‘of representatives, or assem- | 
i bly, for the colony of New-Hampshire: and that said ; 
f house then proceed to choose twelve’ persons, being repu- s 
table freeholders, and inhabitants within this colony, in 3 
the following manner, viz. five inthe county of _Rocking- & 
Ae ham, two in the mo of Strafiord, two in the county of 
{ Hillsborough, two'in the county of Cheshire, and one in 
, the county of “Grafton,—to be a distinct and separate 
i branch of. the legislature, by the name of a council for 
this colony,to continueas such until the third Wednesday 
: in Piste next ; any seven of whom to be a quorum, 
to do business = tinh. 
That such council appoint their president ; and in his 
absence, that the senior counsellor preside : 
That a secretary be appointed by both branches, who 
may be a counsellor, or otherwise, as they shall choose : 
That no act, or resolve, be valid, and put into ¢xecution, 
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unless agreed to, and passed, by both branches of the 
legislature. EPL 


That all public officers, for the said colony, and’ ¢ach 
county; for the current: year, be ‘appointed: by the council 
and assembly, except the several clerks of the executive 
courts, who shall be appointed by the justices of the res- 
pective courts : ts. ah 

That all bills, resolves, or votes, for raising, levying 
and collecting money, originate in the house of repre- 
sentatives : } : 

That, at any sessions of the council and assembly, 
neither branch shall adjourn, for any longer time, than 
from Saturday till the next Monday, without consent 
of the other. cece 

And it is further resolved, that, if the present unhappy 
dispute with Great Britain, should centinue, longer then 
this present year—and the continental congress give no 
instructions or directions to the contrary—the council. be 
chosen by the people of ;each respective county, in such 
ADORE eA the council and house of representatives shall 
order : ) ( 

That general. and field officers of the militia, on any 
vacancy, be appomted by the two houses, and all inferior 
officers be chosen by.the respective companies : 

That all, officers of the army be appointed,by the twa 
houses, except they should direct otheanilin, in case of 
i a ency : . 

. Thatall, civil officers, for the colony, and for each 
county, be appointed, and the time of their. continuance 
in office, be. determined, by the two houses,except clerks, 
and county treasurers, and.recorders of deeds: | 

That a treasurer, and a recorder of deeds, for each 
county, be annually chosen, by the people of each county 
respectively ; the votes for such officers te be returned to 
the respective courts of general sessions of the peace, im 
the county, there to be ascertained, as. the council and, 
assembly shall hereafter direct : eit xe 

That precepts in the name of the council and assem- 
bly, signed by the president of the council, and speaker 
of the-house of represeniatives, shall issue ,annuallyy. at 
or before the first day.of Navember, for the choice.of a 
council, and house of representatives, to be returned. by 
the third Wednesday in December then next ensuing, in 
such manner, as the council and assembly shall hereafter 
prescribe. 
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An the houseof representatives, September.19, L776... 


Voted and resolved, . | oa talew 
|. THat,as any new towns, or, settlements, in this . state, 
shall increase in their number of, inhabitants, from year 
to year, or from time to ;time,,,precepts shall issue for 
their.sending delegates to, council-and assembly, so.as. to 
be fully represented, according to their numbers, propor- 
tionable with other. parts of the state. . Sent up for,\con- 
CUrtencey:, sstad. od? .P. WHITE, Speaker. 
Tn council, Eodemdie.—Read and concurred, 
nines fears E. Tuomeson, Secretary. 
_ Copy examined, per. E. Tuompson, Secretary. 


0 








An original Letter from Major-General Sullivan to Presi- 


dent Weare. - 


Winter Hill, December 12, 1775. ~ 
Dear Sin,—Though continually involved in those dif- 
ficulties which necessarily attend a military life, I can by 
no means forget the duty I owe to that province, whose 
generous favour I have so largely shared,and whose marks 
of esteem I have so often experienced. Being deeply 
impressed -with grati:ude to that truly patriotic colony, 


and fully sensible that the remaining part of my life 


ought to be devoted to the interest of my country in gen- 
eral, and to that province in particular; I have stolen a 
few moments from the busy scene of war, to offer you 
my thoughts upon a matter which I deem essential to the 
future welfare of my truly spirited and deserving breth- 
ren within that government. 

I hear that the Continental Congress has given our 
province a power to assume government; but the con- 
tents of their letter to the Provincial Congress having 


never transpired, and my friends of the Continental Con-’ 


gress having never informed me, but in general terms, 
that we had liberty to assume government ; I must con- 
clude that liberty is given to set up and establish a new 
form of government. For, as we were properly a King’s 
government before, the giving us a power te assume gov- 
ernment, would be giving us a license to assume a form of 
government which we never could obtain. Taking it, 
therefore, for granted, thatthe Congress has given us lib- 
erty to set up that form of government which will best 
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answer the true end and design of government, I shall 
beg leave to offer you my thoughts upon the subject, leav- 
ing you to make such use of them as your wisdom shall 
direct. And as my ideas of government: may in some 
measure differ from many others, 1 shall beg leave to 
premise some few particulars agreeable to my sentiments 
upon this matter. | A 

And ‘in the first place would observe, that all govern- 
mentis, or ought to be instituted for the good of the peo- 
ple, and that form of government is most perfect when 
that design is most nearly and effectually answered. 2. 
That government which admits of contrary or clashing 
interests, is-imperfect, and must werk its own ruin. 
Whenever one branch has joined. a power sufficient to 
overrule, or destroy the other; andthe adding a third, 
with a'separate and distinct interest, in imitation of the 
British Constitution, so. much celebrated, by those who 
understand nothing of it, is only like two contending 
powers, calling in a third, (which is unconnected in inter- 
est) tokeep the other two in awe, till it can gain power 
sufficient to destroy them both. And I may almost. ven- 
ture to prophecy, that the period is near at hand, when 
the British nation will too ‘late discover the defects of 
their much boasted Constitution, and the ruin of that 
empire evince tothe world the folly and danger of estab- 
lishing a government consisting of different branches, 
having separate and distinct interests. 3. That no dan- 
ger can arise to a state from giving the people a free and 
full voice in their own government, and that what are 
called the prerogatives of the crown, or checks upon the 
licentiousness of the people, are only the children of am- 
bitious, or designing men, no such thing being necessary. 
—For though many states have been overturned by the 
rage and violence of the people, yet that spirit of rage 
has ever been awakened in the first place, by the mis- 
conduct of their rulers, and that often carricd to the most 
dangerous heights, is so far from being owing to too much 
power being lodged in the hands of the people, that itis 
clearly owing to their having too small, and their rulers 
too extensive a power. 

Thus we find Rome enjoyed its liberties, till their dic- 
tators, and others were clothed with powers unknown be- 
fore (at least in that state) and made in some sort inde- 
pendent of the people. And to this authority, so incon- 
siderately given, should be charged all the tumults at 
36 
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Rome, and the final ruin of that empire. This incon- 
trolable power so much sought after by designing men, 
is made use of to enslave the people, and either bring 
about that event,or raises the just indignation of the people, 
to extirpate the tyrant thus seeking their ruin.—And it some- 
times happens that this resentment is so far carried by 
the fury of an enraged populace, as totally to destroy the 
remains of government, and leave them in a state of anar- 
chy and confusion; and too often have designing persons 
taken advantage of this confusion,and established tyranny 
inits place. Iam well convinced that people are too fond 
of their ease and quiet, to rise up in rebellion against goy- 
ernment, unless where the tyranny of their rulers be- 
comes iniolerable; and their fondness for government 
must clearly appear from their so often submitting to one 
tyrant after they had extirpated another, rather than live 
in astateof anarchy and confusion. 

I wouid therefore advise to such a form of government 
as would admit of but one object to be kept in view, both 
by the governor, and governed, namely, the good of the 
whole. That one interest should unite the several gov- 
erning branches, and thatthe frequent choice of the ru- 
Jers, by the people, should operate as a check upon their 
conduct, and remind them that a new election would soon 
honor them for their good conduct, or disgrace them for 
be!raying the trust reposed in them.—I by no means ob- 
jeci toa Governor,but would have him freely appointed by 
the people, and dependant upon them, and his appoint- 
meni not to continue fora long time, unless re-elected; 
at most not exceeding three years; and this appoint- 
ment to be made by the freeholders in person, not by 
their representatives, as that would be putting too dan- 
gerous a power into their hands, and possibly a majority 
oi designing men, might elect a person to answer their 
own particular purposes, to the great emolument of those 
individuals, and opposition of their fellow-subjects ; 
whereas_we cannever suppese the people to have any 
thing but the true end of government (viz. their own 
pai in view, unless we suppose them idiots, or self-mur- 


derers.—I am likewise much in favour of a Council and 
House of Representatives, but would have them like- 
wise chosen by the people, and by no means for a longer 
time than three years. And this mode of choosing, 
would effectually destroy that pernicious power of goy- 
ernors, negativing counsellors, invented only to impew- 
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er designing governors to throw aside those persons, who 
they found would not join them in enslaving the people. 
‘The late conduct of Bernard and Hutchinson, and. the 
present unhappy state of the Province 1am now in, are 
striking witnesses of the justice of this observation, nor 


can I See the least reason for a governor’s having power. 


to negative a Speaker of the House. I would have 
some rule established, for deeming that person incapable 
of -holding either of the above ives, that should either 
before or after his election, bribe or treat the voters, 
with intent either to procure an election, or reward. the 
electors for having chosen him.—The accusation against 
the governor, to be tried by both Houses, and if against 
either of the members, by the governor and the other, 
members of both Houses, he having only a vote equal to 
any other member, and in case judgment should . pass a- 
gainst the new elected governor, the old one to remain 
till a new election can be had. And in case he should 
be the same person, formerly elected, the President of 
the Council to supply his Eo till a new election can 
be made, which President should be appointed by free 
vote of the members of council at their first meeting. 
The infamous practice of bribing people in Great Brit- 
ain to sell their votes, and consequently their liberties, 
must shew the danger of. permitting so pernicious a prac- 
tice to be introduced into our constitution: to prevent 
which, and to guard against the undue influence of per- 
sons in power over voters, | would recommend the 
Pennsylvanian method, (viz.) that every vote should be 
rolled up, sealed, and on the back thereof be noted, that 
itis a vote fora governor, (if so) which should be de- 
posited in a box prepared for the purpose, and a vote 
for counsellors and representatives sealed up,noted on the 
back, brought in asaforesaid, and deposited in separate 
boxes, provided for that purpose. That all voters hav- 
ing once given their votes should pass out,and care be ta- 
ken that they should not come in again till the voting is 
over. Or if thought more expedient to let the clerk of 
the meeting have a perfect list of all voters, with three 
columns, ruled against the names, and marked for a gev- 
ernor, one for counsellors, and one for representatives. 
And when a person brings in a vote for one,a mark to be 
made against his name in that column.—And if he brings 
in for all three at the same time, a mark to be made in 
each column, which I think would effectually prevent any 
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fraud in voting. The representatives’ box to be examin- 
ed in meeting, and the election declared ; those votes giv- 
en for a governor and the council to be sealed up by the 
clerk, and forwarded by him, to the capital of the prov- 
ince, when all the votes being had together, a sworn com- 
mittee should examine the whole, and declare the elec- 
tion. This method, though it may appear somewhat 
troublesome, will not turn out so on trial, and is the most 
effectual method to secure the freedom of voting, and pre- 
vent every species of fraud and connivance. 

Any persons who offer themselves as candidates for 
any birth, may, agreeable to the method practised in 
Pennsylvania, publish their design in the newspapers, or 
communicate it in any other method they may think prop- 
er; or leave the people to find out persons of merit, and 
nominate for themselves.—All civil officers should be ap- 
pointed by the three branches, and all military officers 

y the governor. and council, and never superseded in 
commission, but by the same power which created them. 
All laws negatived by the governor, if revived after- 
wards and passed by a new House and Council, to be as- 
sented to by him, at all events, as it would be unreasona- 
ble to suppose two Houses of Representatives, and two 
sets of Counsellors possessed of less wisdom,or to have less 
understanding of the true interest ‘of the people, than a 
single person, and that after having a long time to consid- 
er upon the matter, and consult their constitution there- 
on. 

And here I must beg leave to observe, that however 
high other people’s notions of government may run, and 
however much they may be disposed to worship a crea- 
ture of their own.creation ; I can by no ‘means consent 
to lodge too much power in the hands of one person, or 
suffering an interest in government to exist separate from 
that of the people, or any man to hold an e for the 
execution of which he is not’ if some way or other an- 
swerable to those people to whom ‘he owes his political 
existence. “Time will not permit'me to go more largely 
into the subject, but must leave’you to weigh those things, 
and make such improvements thereon as yourwisdom shall 
direct. And yr my notions of government are some- 
thing singular, yet think this plan will’ be an improve- 
ment upon the Connecticut Constitution (by far the hap- 
piest I know.) Where I have supposed a defect in that 
Constitution, | have taken the freedom to borrow from 
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that of Pennsylvania, and other chartered governments | 
to supply it, and in some instances, have added my 


own thoughts, which if they have force of reason in 
them, they will have their weight ; if they should not ap- 
pear to be founded in reason, | must -beg you to excuse 
my giving y ou this trouble, as I sincerely aim to promote 
the welfare of that colony, to which I wish the most last- 


ing happiness, and assure yourself that I am with much 


esteem, Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JOHN SULLIVAN.: 
Hon. Mesuecu Wears, Esq. 
P. S. Though I have mentioned three years, I am 
~ mych in favour of annual elections. 


Your humble servant, 
J. S. 








DESCRIPTION OF CHESTERFIELD, N. H. 
[Communicated by Larxrn G. Mean, Esq.] 


CHESTERFIELD, a post town, in Cheshire county, in lati- 
tude 420 53’ North, is bounded N. by Westmoreland, E. 
by Keene and Swanzey, S. by Winchester and Hinsdale 
and W. by Dummerstown, Vermont. It contains 29,437 
square acres. It is 11 miles from Keene, 65 from Con- 
cord and 90.from, Boston, This town is generally hilly 
and uneven. Few towns on Connecticut river have so 
little interval land. For the whole six miles that it lies 
upon the river, the hills approach near to the river’s side. 

here is much good upland, and our farmers raise very 
good crops of hay and indian corn. The chief articles 
of export are beef, pork, butter and cheese. Chesterfield 
has three villages. The principal one, through which the 
stage road passes, leading from Hartford to Hanover, is 
situated near the centre of the town and three miles ‘east 
of Connecticut river. Here are the meeting house, 
academy and a number of dwelling houses. The western 
village is sitsated near the river, on a considerable 
stream, called “ Cat’s-hane brook.” To thisstream the 


village.owes its existence ; there being no stream of water ~ 


near the. principal village,which is situated on high grounds 
Rivers, &c.—The Connecticut river passes through 
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the western bounds of Chesterfield. Cat’s-bane brook 
is a stream of great importance to the town, furnishing 
many mill seats. There is something so singular in the 
origin of its name, that I shall here relate the circum- 
stance which gave rise to it. In ‘olden time,’ when jtrav- 
ellers went by marked trees from town to town, two men 
passed through Chesterfield. They came, on their way, 
to this brooks They refreshed themselves by eating a 
luncheon and drinking of the waters. © One of our travel- 
lers was in a hurry, while the other was disposed to lin- 
ger. As the first urged his companion to quit the brook 
and travel on,the other told him very coolly he was in no 
haste, and wished to drink again from the brook, and 
bending leisurely down, took another draught, at which 
his impatient and enraged companion exclaimed, “d—n 
you,” I wish the brook was Cat’s-bane, for your sake,” 
meaning probably Rat’s-bane. The expression produced 
no small merriment among those to whom it was related, 


5 - i 
and the brook has been ever since called “ Cat’s-bane 


brook.” 

Spafford’s Lake is situated about one mile north of 
Chesterfield meeting-house.. This beautiful lake is of 
great importanceto the town. It isabout eight miles in 
circumference, fed by springs in its bosom. No considera- 
ble stream empties into it, but one issues from it sufficiently 
large to carry the machinery of a cotton factory, saw- 
mills, gristmills, &c. On this stream, issuing from the 
east sideof the lake, is situated the east village of Ches- 
terfield.—This stream, which is called “ Patridge’s 
brook,” after running about six miles and furnishing ma- 
ny fine mill seats, empties into Connecticut river near 
Westmoreland village. The water of this lake is re- 
markably clear and pure—its bed being a white sand, 
used for sanding floors. You may see small fish in its 
waters at the depth of twenty feet. Although it contains 
pickerel, perch, and other kinds of fish, they are not suf- 
ficiently plenty tomake what would be called good fishing. 
In this laRe is a very pleasant island, containing about 
eight acres. Many of our good people will have it, that 
this island was the former residence of a tribe of Indians ; 
and shew walls built out to considerable distance and at 
no small labour, forming a sort of cove, in which these 
same Indians used to take fish. They also shew a_hol- 
low rock, in which they mashed their corn—a level plat 
of ground on which they performed their several dances, 
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and a mound under which they buried their chief. On 
the death of theirchief (as the story goes,) they left this 
island and moved westward. With regard to the truth 
of the tradition, I can only say I have viewed the places 
mentioned, and see no reason why the story may not be 
true. The lake took its name from a man by the name 
of Spajord, who, before any considerable settlement was 
made in town, purchased a lot on its shore, and made the 
first clearing, near it. He being theonly man who lived 
near it—it soon acquired the name of “ Spafford’s lake.” 

Mountains, ]|—The most noted mountain in Chester- 
field is West river mountain lying partly in Chesterfield 
and partly in Hinsdale. ‘There was once a volcanic e- 
ruption from this mountain. ‘There is at present a con- 
siderable quantity of lava near its crater. The town 
of Chesterfield, and the towns about it, were formerly 
granted by Massachusetts. At that time, Chesterfield was 
called No. 1; Westmoreland, No. 2; Walpole, No. 3; 
and Charlestown, No. 4. In township No. 1,Gov. Bel- 
cher reserved to himself a part of the territory of the 
town: the aforesaid mountain was assigned to him, and 
was known by the name of the “ governor’s farm.” The 
early inhabitants of the vicinity discovered uncommon 
appearances about the mouth of this volcano, and seeing 
an aperture in the mountain, supposed it led to a silver 
mine which had blown out, as they expressed it. Sever- 
al associated with a view to make their fortunes by dig- 
ging inthe mine. Their first step was to consult a fa- 
mous fortune-teller, who confirmed them in theiv suspi- 
cions. He assured them of finding silver in great abun- 
dance. But they did not own the land. They there- 
fore dispatched one of their company to the then propri- 
etors, of whom they obtained a lease of that part of the 
mountain which contained the supposed mine. One con- 
dition of the lease was, that they should dig, during the 
term for which they held the lease, at least three days in 
each year, or the lease should become void. At this 
time, they have dug. principally through a rock, between 
90 and 100 feet—following the cuurse of the crater 
downward. Although they have never found any th'ng 
of value, except a few hogsheads of red and yellow o- 
chre, they are unwilling to give up, and to this time reg- 
ularly dig at leastthree daysin each year in the moun- 
tain, that they may not forfeit their lease. “Tis said by 
those who live near the mountain, that it frequently trem- 
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bles and a rumbling noise is heard in its bowels. It takes 
its name from West river,* which empties into the Con- 
necticut exactly opposite this mountain. : 

_“ Pistareen mountain,” situated on the eastern shore of 
Spafford’s lake, is next in importance. It is formed like. 
a sugar loaf, and is almost inaecessible—large rocks pro- 
jecting from its sides. It is called Pistareen mountain 
from having once been sold for a pistareen, or 20 cents. 
To see it, one would think that a fair price. 

There is a cave, in the north-western part of Chester- 
field, near the side of a small stream called Governor’s 
brook. It is sufficiently curious to reward one for the 
trouble of going to see it, if he were passing near it. 

History.]|—The town of Chesterfield was granted 
Feb. 11,1752. It was divided into seventy equal shares, 
and granted to 65 “loving subjects, inhabitants of the 
Province of New-Hampshire, and his Majesty’s other 
governments.” Sixty-five shares were divided among 
the 65 grantees, and the remaining five shares were gran- 
ted as follows—“ One tract of land to contain 500 acres, 
which is to be accounted two shares, to His Excellency 
Benning Wentworth, Esq.; one whole share for the in- 
corporated society for the propagation of the gospel in 
foreign parts ; one whole share for the first settled minis- 
ter of the gospel in said town, and one whole share for a 
glebe for the ministry of the church of England, as by 
law established.” Itis described in the charter “a tract 
of land containing six miles square.” ‘ 

On the 25th of November, 1761, Mr. Moses Smith and 
Mr. William Thomas, with their families, came to Ches- 
terfield and began a settlement onthe bank of Connecti- 
cut river. Their descendants now occupy the land they 
first began upon. At that day the river afforded them an 
abundance of shad and salmon, and the surrounding 
woods were well stocked with deer, bears and wild tur- 
kies; so that they soon made out to live comfortably, ex- 
periencing ao particular hardships, other than such as 
are incidental to all newsettlements. In consequence of 
dams across the river below us, shad and salmon cannot 
ascend so high as Chesterfield. In the Spring of 1762, 
Mr. Abel Emmons and Capt. Simon Davis moved into 
Chesterfield~—from that time the population so increased 
that in less than ten years the town contained 150  fami- 
lies. Jis present population is 2110. 
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Cuurcnes.—The Congregational church was formed 
in Chesterfield in 1771—consisting of 20 male members 
and about as many females. Since its organization, 131 
males and 188 females (in all 319) have been admitted 
members of the church: now living in town, 108. Rev. 
Abraham Wood was ordained over this church and peo- 
ple, Dec. 31,1772, inthe 25th year of his age. Mr. 
Wood is a gradfiate of Harvard College—has preach- 
ed in Chesterfield, every year since he was ordained; 
and at this time, although 73 years old, enjoys almost 
perfect health and preaches every sabbath. There is a 
smal] society of Baptists in town. They have no meet- 
ing house and no sett'ed minister or regular preaching. 
They were incorporated under the name of the “ first 
Baptist society in Chesterfield,” June 21,1819. There is 
also a small society of Universalists, incorporated June 
22, 1818, by the name of the “Chesterfield Universal 
Restoration Society.” This seciety have no meeting 
house, minister or regular preaching. ‘There are a few 
methodists and 2 families of friends, or quakers. 

Scnoots, &c.|—Chesterfield Academy was incorpora- 
ted in Jan. 1790, and was opened August 14, 1794. It 
has no funds, but the school has continued every year 
since it commenced, under the direction of a preceptor 
and eleven trustees. ‘This was until within three years, 
the only academy in Cheshire county; and this school, 
under the instruction of a succession of able preceptors,* 
has acquired considerable reputation. Mr. Otis Hutch- 
ins is the present preceptor, a man eminently qualified 
forthe employment. There are 14 school districts in 
Chesterfield, the schools supported by taxes as in other 


*Preceptors of Chesterfield Academy. 
Commenced, " Instructed, 
A. D. 
1794 Shelden Logan, 
1795, John Noyes, 
1798, Broughtoa White, 
1799, Levi Jackson, 
1805, Daniel Hardy, 
1808, Samuel Fletcher, 
1809, Jonatban Hartwell, 
1810, Asa Keyes, 
1812, Isaac McConihe, 
1818, Otis Hutchins, 
1815, Elisha S. Plumb, 
1817, Thomas Hardy, 
1820,. Otis Hutchins, 
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parts of the state. Upon an average, the schools con- 
tinue three months in the winter and three months in the 
summer. 

The Philesian Society, is a literary society composed 
of students at the academy, for the time being, and oth- 
er literary young gentlemen in the vicinity. It was 
instituted A. D. 1808, upon the plan of the society of 
the “ Social Friends” at Dartmouth College. Every stu- 
dent “of good -moral character, and who is desirous to 
encourage and promote literature,” may become a mem- 
ber and enjoy the advantages of this society. The soci- 
ety has already a library of valuable books, which is 
yearly increasing. 

We have a “* social library” incorperated June 9, 1803, 
with about 50 proprietors. 

The first white child born in Chesterfield was Mary 
Thomas, born, 1762. She married Lemuel Stoddard 
and now resides in town. Mrs. Cephas now lives 
in town, aged 105. 

The first saw-mill was built in 1762, by ensign Moses 
Smith and John Snow, the proprietors granting to them 
two pieces of land in saidtownship, on condition “ that 
they would build such a mill—keep it in good repair for 
five years next coming, and saw boards at as reasonable 
a raie as other men do in the neighbouring towns.” 

Hon. Levi Jackson, late a senator and counsellor, in 
this state, was a native of Chesterfield, born June 29, 
1772. He died August 30, 1821. Mr. J. graduated at 
Dartmouth College and was for six years preceptor of 
the academy in this place. 

Rev. Roswett SHurt err, at present a Professor at 





Dartmouth College, is a native of Chesterfield. He was 


the early associate and classmate of Mr. Jacksen. 





4) 
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ScraP.-<In 1687, almost sixty years from the first set- 
tlement of this country, there were but two attorneys in 
Massachusetts. The noted Crown agent, Randolph, 
wrote to a friend in England, in Jan. 1687, as follows :— 
“ | have wrote youthe wantwe have of two or three 
honest attorneys, if there be any such thing in nature. 
We have but two; one is Mr. West’s creature—came 
with him from New-York, and drives all before him. He 
takes extravagant fees, and for want of more, the country 
cannot avoid coming to him.” 
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Particulars relating to the captivity of Joun Fitcu, of Ash- 
by, Mass.—Related by Mr. Enos Jones, of Ashburn- 


ham. 


The town of Lunenburgh, in Massachusetts, was in- 
corporated Aug. 1, 1728, and received its name in com- 
pliment to George II. who, the preceding year, came to 
the British throne ; and was styled Duke of Lunenburg, 
having in his German dominions a town of that name. 
On the 3d of February, 1764, a part of Lunenburg was 
detached and incorporated as a distinct town by the 
name of Fitchburg. In 1767, a part of Fitchburg was 
disannexed to aid in forming the town of Ashby. Mr. 
John Fitch lived on the frontiers of the county, in the tract 
now included in Ashby. After the commencement of the 
french and Indian war of 1745, Fitch proposed to the 
government to keep a garrison, with the aid of three sol- 
diers, who were immediately despatched to him. Mr. 
Fitch was a gentleman of much enterprize, and had had 
considerable dealings with the Indians in peltries, furs, 
&c. and was generally well known among them. Soon 
after the breaking out of the war, they determined to 
make hima prisoner ; and in July 1746-7, they came 
into the vicinity to the number of about 80. The inhab- 
itants of the garrison were Fitch, his wife, five children, 
and the three soldiers. One of these last left the garri- 
son early in the morning of the disaster, on furlough to 
Visit a house at the distance of three or four miles. An- 
other went out in quest of game. He had not proceeded 
far, when he discovered the Indians crawling in the high 
grass between him and the garrison. He attempted to 
return, but was instantly shot down. One soldier only 
remained with Fitch and his family ; and they determin- 
ed to defend themselves to the best of their power. The 
soldier, whose name was Jennings, fired several times, 
when an Indian shot him through the neck, and he fell. 
Mrs. Fitch regularly loaded the guns for her husband, 
and they continued to defend themselves for some time ; 
when the Indians informed them that if they would sur- 
render, they should have quarter, but if they refused, 
they should perish in the flames of the garrison. After 
some consultation with his wife, Fitch coneluded to sur- 
render. The Indians then burned the garrison; and af- 
ter committing various mischiefs in the neighborhood, 
they took the captive family to Canada. Immediately 
after the garrison was burnt, Perkins, the soldier on fur- 
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lough, espied the smoke, and on ascending a hill in the 
vicinity, he could see the ruins. He immediately gave 
the alarm, and in the evening nearly an hundred had as- 
sembled in arms for the pursuit of the enemy. It being 
dark, however, they concluded to wait till the following 
morning, and ere day broke they sat out. After pro- 
ceeding a short distance in the track of the Indians, they 
saw a piece of paper tied to a limb of a tree—which, on 
examining, they found to be in the hand-writing of Fitch, 
requesting them by no means to pursue him,as the Indians 
had assured him of safety, ifthey were not pursued; but 
would destroy him,jif his friends should attempt his rescue. 
Upon this the party returned to their homes. At the 
close of the war, Fitch and his family were liberated ; 
and were crossing the Connecticut on their return home, 
when Mrs. Fitch took cold and died. The rest of the 
faroily returned, and Fitch was afterwards married again. 
Jennings, who was killed m the garrison, was burnt inthe 
flames. The name of the soldier killed without the gar- 
rison was Blodget. The third soldier, whose name was 
Perkins, escaped. 





Captivity of Mary Fowter, of Hopkinton. 

Mary Fowler, formerly Mary Woodwell, now living in 
Canterbury in this state, was born in the town of 
Hopkinton in Massachusetts, May 11, 1730. Her par- 
ents moved to Hopkinton in this state when she was about 
twelve years of age, and settled on the westerly side of 
what is called Putney’s Hill, 

On the 22d day of April, inthe year 1746, while in the 
garrison at her father’s house, six Indians, armed with 
muskets, tomakawks, knives, &c. broke into the garrison 
and took eight persons while in their beds, viz. the said 
Mary, her parents, two of her brothers, Benjamin and 
Thomas, Samte!l Burbank, an aged man, and his two 
sons, Caleb and Jonathan. They carried them through 
the wilderness to St. Francis in Canada. Here Mary 
and Jonathan Burbank were detained for the term of 
three years, (though not in one family) and the other six 
were carried prisoners to Quebec, where Burbank, the 
aged, and Mary’s mother died of the yellow fever in pris- 
on. The other four were afterwards exchanged. 
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The circumstances relative ta their being taken were as 
follows: Ten persons, viz. the eight above mentioned, 
Samuel Burbank’s wife and a soldier, were secluded in 
the garrison for fear of being attacked by the Indians, 
who had been frequently scouting through Hopkinton 
and the other adjacent towns. Early on the morning of 
their captivity, Samuel Burbank left the garrison and 
went to the barn in order to feed the cattle before the 
rest were up, leaving the door unfastened. The Indians, 
who lay near in ambush, immediately sallied forth and 
took him. From this affrighted captive they got in- 
formation that the garrison was weak, whereupon they 
rushed in, and took them all, except the soldier who es- 
caped, and Burbank’s wife, who secreted herself in the 
cellar. During this attack, Mary’s mother being closely 
embraced by a sturdy Indian, wrested from his side a 
long knife, with which she was in the act of runniag him 
through, when her husband prevailed with her to desist, 
fearing the fatal consequences. However, she secured 
the deadly weapon, and before they commenced their 
march threw it into the well, from whence it was taken 
after the captives returned. Another Indian presented 
a musket to Mary’s breast, intending to blow her through. 
when a chiei by the name of Pennos, who had previous- 
ly received numerous kindnesses from her father’s fami- 
ly, instantly interfered, and kept him from his cruel de- 
sign, taking her for bis own captive, 

After having arrived at St. Francis, Pennos sold Mary 
to a squaw of another family, while J. Burbank*continu- 
ed in some remote part of the neighborhood under his 
own master. Mary’s father and brothers, after they 
were exchanged, solicited a contribution for her redemp- 
tion, which was at last obtained with great difficulty for 
100 livres, through the stratagem of a French doctor; 
all previous efforts made hy her father and -broth- 
ers having failed. This tender parent, though reduced 
to poverty by the savages, and having no pecuniary as- 
sistance except what he received through the hand of 
charity from his distant friends, had frequently visited 
$t. Francis in orderto have an interview with his only 
daughter, and to compromise with her mistress, offering 
her a large sum for Mary’s redemption ; but all to no 
effect. She refused to let her go short of her weight in 
silver. Moreover, Mary had previously been told by 
her mistress that if she intimated a word to her father 
that she wanted to go home with him, she should never 
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see his face again; therefore, when interrogated by him 
on this subject, she remained silent, through fear of worse 
treatment ; yet she could not conceal her grief, for her 
internal agitation and distress of mind caused the tears 
to flow profusely from her eyes. Her father, at length, 
worn out with grief and toil, retired to Montreal, where 
he contracted with a Frenchman as an agent to effect, if 
possible, the purchase of his daughter. This agent, after 
having attempted a compromise several times in vain, 
employed a French physician, who was in high reputa- 
tion among the Indians, to assisthim. The doctor, under 
a cloak of friendship, secretly advised Mary to feign her- 
self sick, as the only alternative, and gave her medicine 
for the purpose. This doctor was soon called upon for 
medical aid ; and although he appeared to exert the ut- 
most of his skill, yet his patient continued to grow worse. 
After making several visits tono effect, he at length gave 
her over as being past recovery, advising her mistress, 
as areal friend, to sell her the first opportunity for what 
she could get, even if it were buta small sum; otherwise, 
said he, she will die on your hands and you must lose 
her. ‘The squaw, alarmed at the doctor’s ceremony, and 
the dangerous appearance of her captive, immediately 
contracted with the French agent for 100 livres ; where- 
upon Mary soon began to amend ; and was shortly after 
conveyed to Montreal, where she continued six months 
longer among the French, waiting for a passport. 

Thus after having been compelled to three years hard 
labor in planting and hoing corn, chopping and carrying 
wood, pounding samp, gathering cranberries and other 
wild fruit for the market, &c. this young woman was at 
length redeemed from the merciless hands and cruel ser- 
vitude of the savages, who had not only wrested her from 
her home, but also from the tender embraces of her par- 
ents, and from all social intercourse with her friends. 

Jonathan Burbank was redeemed about the same time 
—became an officer, and was afterwards killed by the 
Indians in the French war. These sons of the forest sup- 
posing himto have been Rogers, their avowed enemy, 
rushed upon him and slew him without ceremony, after 
he bad given himself up as a prisoner of war. 

After six months detention among the French at Mon- 
treal, Mary was conveyed (mostly by water) to Albany 
by the Dutch, who had proceeded to Canada in order to 
redeem their black slaves, whom the Indians had _previ- 
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ously taken and carried thither :* from thence she was 
conducted to the place of her nativity, where she contin- 
ued about five years, and was married to one Jesse Cor- 
bett, by whom she had two sons. From thence they 
moved to Hopkinton in this state, to the place where 
Mary had been taken by the Indians. Corbett her 
husband was drowned in Almsbury river, (now Warner 
river) in Hopkinton, in the year 1759, in attempting to 
swim across the river—was carried down into the Con- 
toocook, thence into the Merrimack, and wasfinally ta- 
ken up in Dunstable with his clothes tied fast to his head. 
Mary was afterwards married to a Jeremiah Fowler, by 
whom she had five children. She is now living in Can- 
terbury in the enjoyment of good health and remarkable 
powers of mind, being in the ninety-third year of her age. 
The foregoing narrative was written a few weeks since as 
she related it. 








Account of the Fall Fight which occurred near Connecticul 
river, May 18, 1676 ; anda narrative of the escape of 
Mr. Jonathan Wells, of Hatfield. 


Several large bodies of Indians assembled at different 
places. about Deerfield, in May, 1676. Two tribes had 
seated themselves at the falls, on the east, and the other 
on the west side of the river. A little below the falls, 
upon an island, was another tribe. Another had placed 
themselves on the west side of the river, at a little dis- 
tance above the falls: And a fifth had taken their resi- 
dence at Cheapside. 

These Indians, being previously informed, by some of 
their captives, that the forces were principally withdrawn 
from the neighboring towns, had imprudently fallen into 
a state of unguarded security. The inhabitants being 
informed of this, by some prisoners, who had been so 
fortunate as to make their escape, determined to improve 
the opportunity, and if possible, extirpate them from this 
part of the country. All the soldiers, who could be rais- 
ed, for this-almost desperate expedition, both from the 





* These poor negroes refused to return, being better satisfied with 
their new masters. 
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militia, and the standing forces, amounted to only one 
hundred and sixty. The standing forces were command- 
ed by captain Turner, of Boston. The volunteers by 
their own officers. Those from Springfield by captain 
a Ms ; from Northampton, by ensign Lyman; from 
Hadiey, and Hatfield, by sergeants Kellogg, and Dickin- 
son. ‘The Rev. Hope Atherton, minister of the gospel 
at Hatfield, a gentleman of public spirit, accompanied 
the army. The pilots were Messrs. Benjamin Wait and 
Experience Hinsdale. 

These troops marched from Hatfield May 17, 1676, a 
little before night. Passing Deerfield river, at Cheap- 
side, they were heard by the Indian sentinel, who imme- 
diately alarmed the tribe, informing them, that horses 
had passed the river. Search was immediately made, 
at the usual fording place, which our troops had happily 
missed, having by mistake, crossed a little above, and 
the enemy finding no tracks, concluded that their sentry 
had been deceived, and that what he heard, must have 
been the noise of moose, passing the river near the ford- 
ing place. Meeting with no opposition from this tribe, 
our troops marched on, till they came to the falls. It was 
now about the break of day. According to their wishes, 
our army found the enemy in an unguarded situation, 
without even a sentinel. ‘The reason why, at this time, 
they were thus surprisingly unguarded, was, the evening 
before they had been rioting upon milk, and roast beet, 
having been pillaging cows from the neighboring towns. 
When the day opened, sothat our army could distinguish 
friends from foes, they marched up and began the at- 
tack, by firing into the wigwams. ‘The Indians awaking 
in surprise, and in their consternation, supposing that they 
were attacked by their native enemies, cried, Mohawks! 
Mohawks! They soon, however, discovered their mis- 
take; but being in no situation to make an immediate de- 
fence, great numbers were slain upon the spot ; some, in 
their surprise, ran directly into the river, and were drown- 
ed; others betook themselves to their bark canoes, and 
having in their confusion forgot their paddles, were hur- 
ried down the falls, and dashed against the rocks; and 
many who had endeavored to secrete themselves under 
the river banks, were discovered, and slain. | 

In this action the enemy, by their own confession, lost 
300, women and children included. ' 

This victory, though great, and obtained with the loss 
of only one man, in the first onset, was yet, however, dis- 
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astrous in the issue. The few who had not been slain, 
of this tribe, after recovering from their fright, and bei 
joined by the neighbouring tribes, discovered the small- 
ness of the number, by whom they had been thus furious- 
ly attacked, and by whom they had sustained such a loss, 
pursued and harrassed the army on their retreat with 
such fury, that thirty-seven were killed, and several 
were wounded. : 

This loss was imputed, in part, to the bodily infirmities — 
of Capt. Turner ; and in part to the want of ammunition, 
which was the cause of an ill-timed and unguarded re- 
treat. 

A few, to the number of about twenty, did not quit the 
ground, with the main body ofthe army, but tarried be- 
hind, for the purpose of firing at some of the enemy who 
were crossing the river. These men soon found them- 
selves under the necessity of disputing the ground, with 
a considerable body of the enemy, before they could re- 
cover their horses; but after a severe skirmish, obtained 
their object, and soon came up with the army, which was 
surrounded, and fought on their retreat for ten miles. 
Seven or eight men, in the beginning of the retreat, were, 
by some accident, unfortunately separated from the ar- 
my, and soon found themselves lost. The Indians after- 
wards gave the following account of them: That on Mon- 
day after the fight, eight Engliohmcu came to them, who 
were ‘lost, and offered-to surrender, on condition their 
lives might be spared; but, instead of giving them quar- 
ter, they toek and burnt them in the following manner :— 
They first covered them with dry thatch, then set fire to 
it, and compelled them torun: When one covering was 
burnt off, they put on another, and so continued it till 
death delivered them from their hands. 

This expedition was productive ef very happy conse- 
quences, for the enemy were so disconcerted in all their 
plans and so greatly disheartened, that they never after, 
during that war, gave any considerable disturbance to the 
frontiers. From this exvedition may be dated their de- 
cline in these parts. 

In the above action was one Jonathan Wells, of Hat- 
field, then a youth in his seventeenth year; he was after- 
wards a mtd Sm improved in publick life, and sustained 
a worthy character. The following is the substance of 
an attested copy of the account, taken from his own 
mouth. 

37 
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Mr. Wells was one‘of the 20 men abovementioned, who 
were under a necessity of disputing the ground, for the 
purpose of recovering their horses. Soon after he had 
mounted, being in the rear, three of the enemy fired upon 
him; one of their balls brushed his hair, another wound- 


ed his horse, a third struck his thigh, in a age where it 


had before been broken with a cart wheel; the ball did 
not wholly break his thigh anew, but fractured the end of 
one of the bones, which was a little projected over the 
other, it having been badly set. Upon receiving the 
wound, it was with difficulty that Mr. Wells kept in his 
saddle. The Indians perceiving that they had wounded 
him, pressed hard upon him. Mr. Wells recovering a lit- 
tle from the first shock, and perceiving the enemy almost 
upon him, presented his gun, which gavethem acheck, 
and whilst they were charging, he made his escape, and 
reached thecompany. He represented to Capt. Turner 
the danger to which the people in the rear were exposed, 
and urged him to return to their relief, or halt till they 
might come up; but he answered, “It is better to lose 
some than all.” The army was now divided into several 
companies, one pilot crying, “If you will save your lives, 
follow me ;” and another, “If you xn your safety, fol- 
low me.” Mr. Wells was new following a company, 
whose course was towards a swamp; but perceiving that 
a body of the enemy were there, he left that company, 
who were all lost, and joined a small party, who were ta- 
king a different route ; but his horse soon failing by rea- 
son of his wourd, and himself being much weakened by 
the loss of blood, he was left by this party, having only 
one Jones, a wounded man, to accompany him: They 
had no path to guide them, and were both unacquainted 
with the woods. They had not travelled far, before Mr. 
Wells was separated from Jones, and finding himself faint 
ate a nutmeg which he had in his pocket, upon which he 
revived. After having wandered in the woods for some 
time, he came upon Green river, and he followed the 
course of it up, till he came to a place called the country 
farms ; having passed the river, he attempted to ascend a 


mountain on the west side, but fainted, and fell from his 
horse. How long he lay in this condition he knew not, 
but when he recovered, he found his horse standing by 
him, and his bridle hanging on hishand. He arose, tied 
his horse, and again laid himself down ; but upon reflec- 
tion, finding himself already so weak as to be unable to 
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mount, concluded that he should have no further use for 
his horse, and being unwilling he should die at the tree, 
dismissed him ; but unhappily forgot to take any provis- 
ion from his portmanteau, although it contained a plenty. 
Towards night, being troubled with musquitoes, he struck 
up a fire; but this almost proved his destruction ; it 
arose, and spread with such fury, among the leaves and 
trash, that it was with difficulty, in his faint condition, he 
escaped perishing in the ‘flames. After he was out of 
danger from the fire, he again laid himself down to rest ; 
but now new fears arose; he imagined that the fire. 
would direct the enemy where to find him; and serve to 
betray him into their hands: Unwilling that the enemy 
should be benefitted by his ammunition, he cast it to as 
great a distance as he could, reserving only a charge or 
two for their use, should he fall into their hands. After 
some time, finding his fire had spread considerably, ‘he 
took courage, put some tow into his wounds, bound them 
up with his handkerchief, and composed himself to sleep. 
When he awoke he found himself refreshed, his bleeding 
stopped and his strength recruited, and with the help of 
his gun as a staff, he was able to walk, though but slow- 
ly. The rising of the sun, convinced him he was lost, 
and that the course he intended to pursue was wrong. 
He had now wandered six or seven miles farther from 
home, than when he sat out from the place of action. 
He travelled down the river, found the end of the moun- 
tain, and soon came to the plain. Seon after he entered 
upon the plain, he found a foot path, which led him to the 
road, in which, the main body of the army had returned. 
When he came to Deerfield river, he met with much dif- 
ficulty in crossing; the stream carrying his lame leg 
across the other, so that several of his first attempts were 
without effect. Finally, however, with the help of. his 
, With much difficulty he reached the opposite shore. 
hen he had ascended the bank, being greatly fatigued, 
he laid himself down under a walnut bush, and fell slde. 
When he awoke, the first object that presented was an 
Indian in a canoe, coming directly towards him. . Mr. 
Wells now found himself in a very unhappy condition, 
being sodisabled by his wounds that he could not flee, 
and his gun being so filled with gravel and sand, in cross- 
ing the river, that he could not fight. So soon, however, 
as he perceived the Indian had discovered him, he pre- 
sented his gun, which so affrighted him, that he leaped 
out of the cance, leaving his own gun, and made his es- 
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. cape» Mr. Wells concluded that he would inform the 


whole tribe, who were only a few rods distant, went in- 
to a neighbouring swamp, and finding two logs near each 
other, and covered over with rubbish, he crept between 
them. He soon heard the noise of Indians; but was not 
curious to look out after them. When the noise had 
ceased, he ventured to proceed forward. In Deerfield 
meadow he found some horses’ bones, from which he 
scraped some matter, which served for food; he also 
found two or three rotten beans, where the Indians had 
threshed,and also two blue-bird’s eggs, which was all the 
sustenance he had till he reached home. He came to 
Deerfield town plat, on Saturday night about dark, but 
as there were no inhabitants present, the town having a 
Intle before been burnt, he continued his course in the 
evening. 

He was often under great discouragements, and 
frequently laid himself down, expecting to rise no 
more. Hereached no farther than maddaticen as the 
sun rose on Sabbath morning. Here, seeing a human 
head, which had been dug up by wild beasts, Mr. Wells, 
notwithstanding the distresses of his condition, stopped 
to find the grave, which having found, he laid the head to 
the body and covered it with billets of wood, to defend it 
from the ravenous beasts of the wilderness. After he 
had left the brook and entered upon the plain, he grew 
faint and very thirsty, but could obtain no water for a 
considerable time; he was, however, often refreshed, by 
helding his face in the smoke of burning knots of pine, 
which he frequently met with, as the woods were on fire. 
Mr. Wells arrived at Hatfield on the Sabbath, between 
meetings, and was received with inexpressible joy, as 
one having risen from the dead. He endured incredible 
pain and distress, with his wound, being confimed several 
times to his bed, for six months together; and it was up- 
wards of four years before he was sounds 3 

The Rev. Mr. Atherton, minister of Hatfield, was also 
in this action. Butin the hurry and confusion of the re 
treat, he was lost; and on the following‘morning, seeing 
no way of escape, he offered himself to the Indians, who 
on discovering him fled. Finding that they would not 
receive him, he again sat out, andin afew days reached 
home. This spaieck of the Indians probably arose from 


some religious superstition. 
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Miscellaneous Extracts from the ancient records of the town 
of Haverhill, Mass. » 

1650. Voted, that all freeholders shall be compella- 
ble to attend Town-meetings, and having lawful warning 
they are to come within half an hour after the meeting is 
begun, and shall continue until sunset, if the meeting 
hold so long, under the penalty of paying half a bushel 
of Indian Corn, or the value of it. 

1650. Voted, that Abraham Tyler blow his horne half 
an hour before meeting on the Lord’s day and on lecture 
days, and receive one pound ef Pork annually for his 
services from each family. 

1653. The Town voted six acres of land to John 
Webster, provided that he here for five years follow the 
trade of a blacksmith. 

Nov. 23,1659, Ordered, that no man shall be taken into 
the Town as an Inhabitant or Town-dweller, without the 
consent of the Town. 

1660. The present burying-place laid out. 

_ 1661. Ten Pounds granted for a Schoolmaster, be- 
sides what he might agree for with the parents. 

1662. Voted, to any Indian that shall kill a wolf in Ha- 
verhill forty shillings. 

1667. All the Inhabitants on penalty of two shillings 
and six pence a piece per day shall keep their places as 
they are seated in the Meeting-House. 

1669. Ferry graated to Andrew Greeley, provided, 
that he carry all Ministers over free that come to us, and 
in particular Mr. Symmes, and all inhabitants that come 
to meet wih us on the Sabbath. 

1671. A school-house built near the meeting house, 
that shall also serve as a watch-house, and to entertain 
people on the Sabbath, that shall not go home between the 
forenoon and afternoon exercises. 

1672, A powder-room to be made in the Meeting- 
house. | 

1675. The inhabitants permitted to cut staves from 
the common lands to pay the County taxes. 

1675, The meeting house ordered to be fertified. 

1684. Anew Gallery made for the women in the 
Meeting house. 

1687. “ It being the interest and desire of the Inhabi- 
tants for the sake of back, belly and purse,” the Select- 
men were authorised to have a piece of land cleared for 
sheep, at the public expense. 
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1696. Voted, ten shillings for killing a wolf, since the 
man declares it was a bitch wolf, and that she will not 
bring more whelps. 

1701. The Town was indicted for not procuring a 
School. 

1716. The neighboring ministers invited to observe 
with them a fast on account of difficulties and divisions of 
the inhabitants about settling a minister. 





WONDERS OF THE SEASON ! 


Perhaps no season for twenty years has been so abun- 
dant in fruit and vegetables of all kinds, as the past. A- 
mong the instances of extraordinary preductions which 
have been mentioned in the newspapers, we note the fot- 
lowing. 


Apples.—T wenty apples, taken from a tree in Mr. Eb- 
enezer Dustin’s orchard, in Hopkinton, weighed 21 Ibs. 
30z. ; the largest weighing 21 1-2 ounces. Hon. Jobn 
Harris, of Hopkinton, raised an apple weighing 23 oun- 
ces, which measured 16 inches in circumference. An 
apple of the Greening species, was raised in Livermore, 
Maine, and exhibited at the Hallowell Fair, weighing 
25 ounces; and one of a larger size grew on the same 
tree. An apple raised near Holmesburg, Pa. was exhib- 
ited in Trenton, N. J. which weighed 1 1-2 pounds. But 
the largest which we have seen noticed was raised by 
John Hill, of Bensalem township, Bucks county, Pa. 
When taken from the tree it weighed 29 ounces, and 
measured 16 inches in circumference. 


Pears.—A pear grew in the garden of a Mr. Saunders, 
of Salem, Mass. which weighed 271-2 ounces. Mr. J. 
Robinson, of Chester, N. H.raiseda pear weighing 1 1-2 
lbs. Many others have been mentioned, weighing from 
16 to 23 ounces. , 
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Pumpkins.—Mr. Reuben Sharpe,of Pomfret, Vt. rais- 
ed six pumpkins from one seed, which weighed together 
302 pounds ; the largest 69 lbs. A pumpkin seed acci- 
dentally deposited in a garden spot of W. M’Farland, 
Esq. of Hopkinton, Mass. the last spring, produced 31 
pumpkins, whose weight was 574 pounds; the length of 
the vine and branches being 890 feet ! 


Beets.—A gentleman in Portland, Me. raised a beet 
25 inches in circumference, weighing 8 lbs. 8 oz. E. N. 
Chaddock, of Hanover, Ms. raised a beet weighing 21 
Ibs. and measuring 31 inches in circumference. The 
largest, however, which has been noticed, was that raised 
by L. Pratt, Esq. of Pembroke,N. H. which measured 
32 inches, and weighed, exclusive of the tops, 22 pounds. 


Corn.—The following extraordinary crops are noticed 
in the Vermont papers :—R. Moulton, of Castleton, 
raised 135 bushels; Gen. Curtis, of Windsor, 118; A. 
Barron, Esq. of Hartford, 104 ; and E. M’Levan, of Bar- 
net, 100 bushels to the acre. 








SPORTING ANECDOTE. 


Moses Buake and Wa ter Boss were the first settlers 
of the town of Dalton;in New-Hampshire ; and for a 
long time, with their families, were the ‘only inhabitants. 
Corrin Moore was the third settler. A pond at the south- 
east corner of Dalton, the only one in town, bears the 
name of Blake’s pond. He was a famous hunter; and 
the moose which, before the settlement of Whitefield, fre- 
quented this pond, often fell by the accuracy of his shots. 
The following anecdote is related of him and another 
sportsman of theneighborhood. In company with Capt. 
Bucknam, (one of the first settlers of Lancaster, and 
afterwards Brigadier-General of militia) on a hunting ex- 
cursion, they fired at a mark on a small bet. Bucknam 
first fired, and made an excellent shot, cutting at the dis- 
tance of twenty rods near the centre of a mark not 
larger than a dollar. Blake then fired—and on going to 
the tree on which the mark was made, no trace of the 
ball could be discovered. Bucknam now exulted with 
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warmth. “Cutout your ball,” said Blake, “ and you'll 
find mine o’top on’t.” The operation being performed, 
ri two balls were found, the one safely lodged upon the 
other. 
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ANECDOTE. 


Witxiam Stinson was one of the first settlers of Dun- 
barton. “He was born in Ireland, came to Londonderry 
with his father, while young. From thence he went to 
Dunbarton. For some time he lived alone in his log- 
house, destitute of most of the conveniences of domestic 
life. Onacertain time, the Rev. David M’Gregore, of 
Londonderry called upon him and dined with him. Not 
having a table or any thing that would answer for a better 
substitute, he was obliged to make use of a Basket turned 
bottom upwards, on which the dinner was served up. 
The Rev. Mr. M’G. being requested to solicit the Di- 
vine blessing, he peittientty and devoutly implored that 
his host might be blessed in his “Basket and Store.” 
This was literally verified as Stinson became one of the 
most wealthy men in the vicinity. 





Extract from the Hor. Samugt Dana’s Address, delivered 
at Amherst, Aug. 10, 1797, before the Officers of the 
Grand Lodges of N. H. and Mass. 

“In this state we have a striking display of the in- 
crease of population. But little more than half a cen- 
tury since, to wit, at the time of the settlement of Rev. 
Mr. Wilkins, lately deceased, this town did not contain 
twenty families : and to thenorth, not a single family of 
white people, between Connecticut and Merrimack Riv- 
er, to the settlements of Canada, except a few on the 


banks of those rivers.” ~ 





ERRATA. 
Page 68—fifth line from top, read from Psalms, Sc. instead of “from 
Isaiah.” 
—— %8—fifth and seventh lines from bottom, for ‘* Suncook,” read 
Soucook-~this being the name of the river alluded to. 
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Wadieigh capt. Jona. 250 Jonathan 123 
Wainwright col. 249 Moses 178, 192 
Wait Benjamin 288 rev. Samuel 180 
capt. Jason 124 maj. S. 178, 179, 253 
Walcut Thomas 41! Wilkins rev. mr. 266 
Waldron Richard 127; Wilmarth, rev. Ezra 67 
Shadrach 127) Wi'son Hugh esq. 133 
Walker rev. Timothy 266 hon. James 138 
Charles, esq. 84 James jun. 138 
WalkingsAndrew 233 Nathaniel 76 
Wallace David 138 William 138 
Samuel 138]/Williams Walter 15, 17 
William 124 Eunice 64 
Wallingford Thomas 14 rev. John 64 
Werner Daniel It. col. 64 Peleg 124 
Warren Pelatiah 124| Winchell Jedidiah23,183, 
Washingtongen. 99, 109, 239, 
151, 216] Winkley Francis 54 
Watson elder Elijah 19)Winthropgov. John 242 
Weare hon. Meshech 23) Wise John 123 
64, 77, 87, 147, 159, 269) Wolfegen. 174 
capt. Richard 125}Woods Daniel 28, 30,54 
Daniel 15, Thomas 28, 30,34 
Webster rev. dr. S. 141 Woodbury Luke 125 
Jobn 293; Wood rev. Abraham 281 
Amos 126) Woodward mr. 71 
Wedgewood James 125/Woodwell Mary 284 





Weed Dorothy 77 








Sullivan gov. James 116 
gen. John 134, 147, 

269, 270 

Stoddard Lemuel 282 
Taggard William 125 
Taggart James 123 
Tarbell mr. 63 
Taylor Joseph 63 
Samuel 238 





56,180} 
154 


Thacher rev. T. 
Thayer rev doct. E. 





Thomas William 280, 
Mary 282) 

Thomlinsen John 230) 

Thompson Benjamin 23 
David 241 
Ebenezer 272 
Joshua 124| 


Orlando 75, 77 
Weeks, Major Wm. 64 
Wriilliam 76 
William, jun. = 125 
Welc': Thomas 23 


Wells Jonathan 287-292 
Wentworth cov. B. 70, 
(144, 187, 214, 215, 

218, 267, 280 

Wentworth gov. John 39 


Woester gen. David 260 
Worcester rev. F. 57, 260 


Jesse 261 
Joseph E. 261 
rev. Leonard 261 
rev. Noah 261 
Noah esq. 260 
rev. doct. Sam'l 261 
Thomas 261 
Worthen Ezekiel 15 


Wyman Seth 28, 29, 30, 





- (77, 141, 146, 148, 270 
Ventworth hon. John 150 
John It. gov. 34 
Mark fi. 14 
It. col, John 64 
Jviin 14! 


32, 30 

It. col. 97 
Young David 75 
doct. John 136 
Joseph 76 

290 


elcer Peter 























ADVERTISEMENT. 


The editors of this work, having deter- 
mined to alter its plan, and publish it regu- 
larly once a month, after the first of Janua- 
ry, 1823,—have closed the present volume 
with the fifth number; the whole making 
300 pages, instead of 400, as was originally 
intended. The price will consequently be 
reduced to $1,590 for the volume now com- 
pleted, instead of $2, as first proposed. 'To 
those individuals who have advanced Iwo 
Dollars tor the year, Fifty Cents will be re- 
paid, or credited towards the next year’s sub- 
scription. ‘Those who have not paid, are 
earnestly desired to remit the amount due 
immediately. 

(eA few copies of the first volume of 
the Collections complete, bound in boards, 
may be had of Hiiu and Moors, Concord, 
N. H. 
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COLLBOTION:, 


Historical and MAliscellancous : 


AND 


MONTHLY LITERARY JOURNAL. 





TO THE PUBLIC. 





THE Editors of the “Cottectioxs in History, Brocra- 
pny,” &c. ore volume of which has now been completed— 
unwilling to discontinue their labors while their mass of val- 
uable materials is undiminished—have resolved to enlarge 
the plan of their publication, in the hope, that by presenting 
to the public a greater variety of matter, they may receive a 
more extended patronage. They are fully aware that no 
literary journal can so flourish in this cold northern region, 
as to Be its matured fruit in the hands of those who plant 
and water it. Stillit is to be hoped the pride of our citizens 
will encourage attempts, however humble, to preserve the 
memorials of the past, now too rapidly perishing; and to 
cultivate a taste for literary reading and speculation—too 


much neglected ! 


It is useless, at this period of time, to point out thé intimate 
relation between knowledge and happiness. Many nations, in 
their advance to glory and renown, have realized the truth 
of the maxim, that “ Knowledge is Power.” And the people 
of all countries will agree that it sustains the fabric of their 
government—fits them to enjoy, or nerves them to defend it 
—cheers where it visits the remotest and darkest corners of 
the earth—and of that little kingdom, the human heart. Few 
countries, perhaps none, enjoy the advantages of the United 
States: there is none, where knowledge is so easily and cheap- 
ly diffused—where that guardian of the people’s rights, the 
press, has such free and deserved influence. Though still a 
youth, our country can boast of many improvements in the 
arts and economy of life. But in the great fields of science 
and literature; our advanee has been slow and timid: we are 





7 















































2 


too fearful of the watch-dogs of London and Edinburgh— 
= and dread their howlings even from beyond the great waters. 


Almost every state in the Union, however, has its literary 
magazines and reviews: some of which have been extensive- 
| ly patronized, and have risen to exalted reputation. In New- 
: ie Hampshire, we have not a single publication devoted to lit- 
«! erary purposes! Not a single sheet goes abroad into the 
world, to vindicate our claims, or defend us against the charge 
of barbarism. Still we have many writers capable of hon- 
oring themselves and benefitting the world—many whose po- 
etic breathings have been wafted to other lands, and admir- 
ed for their Aolian softness and harmony. Could not such 
men be induced to impart some of their literary treasures ? 
Would they not delight to scatter abroad in this healthy re- 
gion of frost and independence, those evergreens of poesy 
and learning which flourish in their hands, and would honor 
any clime? Nothing, we are persuaded, wouid deter them, 
but the dreaded prospect of writing, without being rEAD !— 
Who talks to the clouds that pass on heedlessly, or to the 
winds that rush furiously by ? Demosthenes might appeal 
to the roaring ocean—and attain his object: but were the 
orator now alive, he might sadly choose to address old Nep- 
tune, rather than speak to the inattentive ears of the modern 

» public. Patronage only is wanted to bring out into open 
gaze and admiration, those 








“gems, of purest ray serene, 
The dark, unfathom’d caves of ocean bear.” 





A liberal and enlightened patronage would not fail, even here, 
to call forth literary talent and enterprize. And we cannot 
but indulge the hope, however delusive it may prove, that 
the citizens of New-Hampshire—among the rst in patriot- 
ism and moral virtue,—will also distinguish themselves ere 
long as the friends and patrons of learning. 





} | In announcing the proposed alteration in the plan of their 
Va | work, the Editors would observe, that the original design will 
ya) still be pursued, so far as to preserve all important papers 
Hy which may fall into their hands relating to the early history 


of New-England. The work is intended to embrace, 


I. Historical Sketches of Indian wars, battles and exploits 
—of the adventures and sufferings of captives among the In- 
dians: also, the civil and ecclesiastical history of different 
towns and places in New-England, more particularly in this 
gtate. 
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I]. Biographical Memoirs and Anecdotes of eminent and 
remarkable persons in New-Hampshire, or who have been 
concerned in its settlement and history; with notices of dis- 
tinguished individuals in other states. 


HI. Original Essays on athe and moral subjects; the 
“ Lights and Shadows” of New-England life; Sketches of 
Domestic Scenery and of National Character ; Reviews of. 
New Publications, and notices of Old and valuable neglected 
Works. 


IV. Facts and Observations on any subject connected with 
the Useful Arts; Experiments in Agriculture, and Improve- 
ments in Machinery ; Inventions, Curiosities, &c. 


V. The History of New-Hampshire—being a continua- 
tion of Dr. Belknap’s excellent work; also, a History of the 
Government of this State, with sundry important documents, 
copied by permission from the originals in the office of the 
Secretary of State. (<> In the history of our State govern- 
ment, we shall present all the Messages and Speeches of the 
several Governors to the Legislature; and an impartial re- 
view of the proceedings of each Legislature, since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution. 


VI. Poetry—original and selected; Anecdotes, &c. 


VII. Statistical Tables; Meteorological Observations, and 
Facts relating to Climate. 


Vill. An Aprenptx: containing a faithful record of polit- 


ical events, and occurrences at home and abroad, which may 


interest or concern the people. Also, a monthly register of 
Marriages, Deaths, Casualties, &c. 


Of the manner in which the work shall be conducted, it 
becomes us not to speak. We are assured of such assist- 
ance and aids, that we can confidently promise an interesting, 
if not a valuable miscellany. Of our own labors we would 
raise no expectations—as we make no pretensions. We 
shall proceed with diligence and care, trusting that while we 
sustain the burthen of the experiment, willing and active 
pens will not be wanting. Our own exertions will be much 
directed tothe preservation of the memorials of “ olden 
time,” and of those valuable historical and other documents 
which have been rescued from or yet remain in dust and ob- 
scurity amid the rubbish of private families. Whether we 
succeed in continuing the work, depends upon the will of the 
people. Five hundred subscribers, punctual in their pay- 
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ments, will enable us to proceed. And it surely ought not 
to be said, that among 240,000 inhabitants, five hundred 
cannot be found to encourage the attempt. 


Reaper !—We have spread our ‘bill of fare’ before you : 
if aught promises entertainment, you are welcome! If we 
succeed to please you—the credit shall be yours ; if we fail 


—the fault shall not be ours. 


JOHN FARMER, 
JACOB B. MOORE. 


Concord, N. H. December, 1822. 


Terms of Publication. 


The Collections will hereafter be printed on type, paper, 
and in a style,of which this prospectus is a specimen. 

Each number will contain 32 closely printed octavo pages, 
neatly executed, and stitched in printed covers. 

The first number of the new series, will be issued on the 
first Monday of January, 1823; and should sufficient en- 
couragement be afforded, it will be continued on the first 
Monday of each following month. If not, the undertaking 


will be abandoned altogether. 
The price to subscribers for a volume, or twelve numbers, 


containing 384 pages, will be, TWO DOLLARS, if paid in 
advance,—THREE DOLLARS, at the end of the year.— 
The publishers are induced to propose this deduction of $1 
from what would be a reasonable subscription price, in order 
to avoid the trouble and expense of collecting. At the same 
time, they will guarantee to each subscriber the work com- 
plete, or return the money advanced. And any subscriber 
who advances payment for a year, shall have liberty to with- 
draw his name at any time within the year, and receive back 
his money, after paying for the numbers he may have receiv- 


ed. 
Each volume will be accompanied with a Title Page and 


Index gratis, and at least one copperplate engraving. 


ic- It is requested that subscriptions be returned to Messrs. 
Hill & Moore, Concord, by the 15th of January, 1823. And 
those who have taken the work for the present year, will be consid- 
ered as subscribers for the next, unless notice is received to the 


contrary. 
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